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N XIII. 2, _ 


4. Beg mini red to the Lark 
and faſted, the Hol 9 Ghoſt ſaid, 
a 


Separate me Barnabas and Saul 

We the Work whereunto 1 have 

called them. And when they 

had faſted and prayed, and laid 
_ their Hands on Sho, 152 Jent 
*. them ide 


E Words now read 1 unto >you, 
= may not improperly be call'd 
=& a Model, by which the Church, 
NY If in all ſucceeding Ages, was to 
—govern itſelf in that great Af- 
Pie? of devoting and ſetting Men apart to the 
"Miniſterial Office. P or which Reaſon I 
have fix d upon them, to be the Subject of my 
enſuing Diſcourſe upon the preſent Solem- 
nity. To let you ſee the Coherence of 
them, tis neceſſary I ſhould read to you the 
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Now there were in the Church that uus at 


ger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, 
_ which had leon brought 
\ Tetrarch and Saul. As they 

Lord, the Holy Gho oft ſaid, &c. "The Goſ- 


Ads ix, mediately from Jeſus Ch 


( 
preceding Verſe ;. which is in theſe Words: 


Antioch, certain Prophets aud Teachers, as 


Barnabas and Simeon, that was ralled Ni- 


up with Herod the | 
tothe 


pel had been. Are d preached ta the Fews, 
who for the moſt part rejected the Counſel 
of God againſt themſel des. The — 52 
Meſſagd is therefore ndw ſent\to; tha Cen 
tile World And Pau and re em- 
ple d to ronvey it t bong 


But here perhaps i ay de dared, 


10 hat Occaſion Was there _ ſach a Pau 
ion by the Hands „ ſince St. Pau 

received an ae ng Comm] i lon _ 
A an 
was called to be an Apoſtle; nut fv Ma, 
nor by Man, but by Feſus Chriſt, and God 


Cal. i. 1. the Forman To what End then were the 


Teachers at Antioch, to lay their Hands on 
him, who had an Ga e as valid and a 
thentick as it could be made: 
To which I anſwer, that the Hel Gheſt, | 5 
directed this Method to be taken, not. for 
the fake. of St. Paul himſelf, but to be a 
Pattern to future Ages, to ſatisfy and con- 
vince the World, that the ſetting Men a- 
part by Faſting, Prayer, and the Impoſition 


of Hands, was de hh to be a 21 | 
Or 5 


„„ : 
Ordinance in the Church: the uſual and 


common Method, by which Perſons were 
to be inveſted with the Sacred Character, 


and admitted to the Miniſterial Function. 
Thus, when our Bleſſed Saviour was about 
to make Baptiſm a Chriſtian Sacrament, 
and an abiding Inſtitution, he was pleas'd; 


ſo far to — as to be baptized of 
John, tho he had no Sin to be repented of, 


and by conſequence, no Guilt, or Turpitude, 
to be waſhed away, or cleanſed from. 

Theſe things being premiſed, that my 
Diſchurſe may be adapted to the Occaſion of 
our preſent meeting; I ſhall beg your Pa- 
tience and Attention, whilſt I Purſue this 
Method: In which, 


As 1 mall ann; to 5 porte it to be 
the Mind and Will of God, that, in all the 


Ages of the Church, there ſhould be a par- 


ticular Order of Men, ſeparated from other 
Buſineſs, and ſet apart to the Work of the 
Miniftry. The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, &c. 

II. I ſhall enquire, by whom they are to 


| ; =p be thus ſeparated ?. 


III. What that Work is, for which they: 


are deſign d, and to which they are de- 
Trad. 


IV. With what Circumſtances this Sos» 


lemnity is to be attended? Vig. with Faſt- 


. Prayer, and Koga of Hands. - | 
CRO _ 1 Firh, 


in the Holy Scriptures, 'c 


Huf 1 am to prove it to bethe Will of 


God, that a particular Order of Men ſhould 
be ſet apart to ame And 
this appears, 

1. By theſe peculiar Nuitins; Chatadhers 
and Titles, by which anne. m. 


other Perſons. When we. med, or oe of 
Conſtables in a Pariſh, or Juſtices in a City, 
common Reaſon will preſently ſuggeſt to us, 


that every Pariſhioner is not a Conſtable ; 
nor every Citizen a Juſtice : but that there 


are ſome particular Men inveſted with theſe 
Offices, legally empowered and authorized 
to execute, and do thoſe things which others 


Cannot do. And the ſame Reaſon holds 


good in Eccleſiaſtical, as well as Civil Caſes. 


Nov, if we conſult our Bibles, we ſhall find 


Acts xx. 
28. 


ſome in the Church, diſtinguiſh'd from o- 
thers by the Name of Overſeers or Bifhops; 
Tate heed to the Flock over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, [imongies) 
The Greek Word, before it was adopted by 
the Chriſtian Church, ſignified one that had 
Rule, Authority, or Inſpection over others. 


Thus, the Captains of the Hoſt are, by the 


2 King. 


xi. 15. 


Greek Tranſlators of the Old Teſtament, 
called tmeowyra. And ſo were thoſe 
whom 7o/zah ſet over the Workmen that 


2 Chron. were .employ'd in repairing the Temple. 


Xxxxiv. 12, 


17. 


Rnd the Holy Ghoſt, you ſce, appointed 
Othcers 


„ 
Officers in the Church, whom he deſcribes 
ee fame hononrable Title. 

Again, Goſpel-Miniſters are diftinguiſh'd 
from others, by the Name of Stewards; 

Let a Man fd account of us, as of the Mi- 1 Cor. iv. 
nifters- of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God. Tis not every Servant 

in à Nobleman's Family, that enjoys either 
the Name or Power of a Steward. Tis 

not for every greedy or ambitious Hand, to 

the Keys, and hang them at his own 

Girdle. Nor are Goſpel-Ordinances to be 
diſpenſed by any een Pretender, or 

N Enthuſiaſt. 

Not only fo, but they, whoſe Buſineſs it 

beſeech Men to be reconciled to God, 

_ are called Ambaſſadors for Chriſt. Andi Is C Cer. v. 
it lawful for any Subject that pleafes, to re- 
preſent the Perſon of his — and, 
in that Character, to tranſact Affairs with 
Foreign States? No; he muſt ſhow his 
Commiſſion, - produce his Credential Let- 
ters, or he forfeits his Head by his Pre · 
fumption. 

Niniſters are fanther deſeribed by the Ti- 
tle of Paſtors or Shepherds, by which they Eph. iv. 
are ſufficiently diſtinguiſh'd from the Sheep, 1 · 
that are to be fed and guided by them. 
Th are ſaid to hb, Rule, towarch for 

3 with other Fxpreſſions of a like im- 
pore. - And the Concluſion of the Epiſtle to 

the Hebrews is very remarkable as to my 

"2 


(8) 


Hob. X1ils preſent purpoſe ; Salute (ſays the Apoſtle} 


all them that. have the rule over you, 
all the Saints: Where there is a plain, and 


moſt expreſs Diſtinction made betwixt the 
main Body of Chriſtians, who are here 


called Saints, and thoſe that are to be their 
Guides and Directors in Spiritual Concerns. 


Upon the Whole, ſince God hath diſtin- 
ouiſh' d ſome: Men in the Church from o- 
thers, by peculiar Characters and Titles; 


this is a certain Argument, that they are de- 
ſign d by bim; "ow peculiar Work ang) Buſi- 
moſs. i ane v0} 

2. It appears to be the Will of God, that 
ſome ſhould be ſet apart to the Work of the 


Miniſtry, by thoſe peculiar Duties which he 


+ » - requires at the hands of ſuch. Thus, the 
Presbyters, or Elders. of the Church, are, 


1 Pet. v 


2, Jo 


with all Solemnity and Awfulneſs, adjired, 
v. to feed the Flock of God, to take: the 
Overſight thereof, not by Conſtraint, but 

willingly, and to be E — to thekflock. 


2 Tim. iv, They are called upon, to preach the Word, 


To be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon; to re- 
prove, nebuke, exhort, with all Long-Suf- 


fering and Doctrine; with many other 


iF Obligations of the fame nature which they 


lie under. But to whom. are theſe Inſtruc- 
tions given? to whom are theſe Directions 
ſent? Sutely not to every individual Chri- 
ſtian. All cannot be Qyerſeers, for there 
would chen be none to — inſpected. All 

Lannot 


(9) 
cannot be Paſtors 'or Shepherds, for add : 
would then be none to be fed or guided. 
All cannot be Rulers, for then none would 
be govern'd. Tis not every Plowman or 
Threſher that is called forth to labour in our 
Lord's Harveſt. Nor is every Carpenter and 
Z Maſon, employ to edify and build up the 
_ Houſe of God. There be peculiar Duties 
required, and therefore ſome muſt be ſet a- 
part, to diſcharge theſe: Truſts, and e 
thoſe Duties. | gt 
There be: alſo. peculiar Duties requi- 
red of the People, in relation to ſuch as 
miniſter unto, and labour amongſt them. 
When we read God commanding us, to obey 
Magiſtrates, to be ſubjefF to the higher 
Powers, &c. tis a neceſſary Conſequence, 
that there muſt be Magiſtrates, Men iinveſt- 
ed with Authority and Power, to whom 
ſuch a Subjection is juſtly due. The ſame 
may be, doubtleſs, ſaid, in relation to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical as well as Civil Officers. Now 
we find Chriſtians are required, to know 1 Theſſ. 
them who labour among ſt them, and are 
over them in the Lord, and admoniſb them 
and to eſteem them very highly in Love for 
their Work's ſule; to obey ſuch as have the Heb. xiii. 
Rule over them, and watch for their Souls. "1+ 
And is not this a fufficient Intimation, that 
it is the mind of God, there ſhould be an 
Order of Men in the Church, to whom 
on 3 as theſe are to be paid? Are all 
theſe 
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1 Cor. ix. vinely in inſpire 


(wo) 
theſe folcmn Precepts ſa many Random 
Shots, which aim at no determinate and cer- 
tain Point? Are the People commanded to 

know thoſe that are over them in the Lord, 


— is it not the Will of God, that there 


be ſome ſuch, to be knows: and di- 
angnithd by * em from all others? If there 
be relative Duties between. Miniſters and 
People, there muft be both one and v other, 
on whom this Relation is founded, and by 
whom theſe Duties are to be perform d. 
4. It further appears to be the Will of God, 
than ſome Men ſhould be' feparated to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, by that Provifion 
which he: hath made for the Support and 
Maintenance of ſuch. Should the Law pro- 
vide Salaries for ſuch, or ſuch Officers, Ci- 
vib or Military; common Reaſon would 
inform us, that it is the true Intent and | 
Meaning of the Legiflators, that fach Offi- 
cers ſhould have a Being in the Common- 
wealth, for whom the Proviſion is app 
ted. Now, as for vchat relates to the 
Chriſtian Church, we are aſſfured by a di- 
& Apoſtte, that the Lord hath 


rush the Go 
pal, ſbanlil liue of tha Egle, and he 
wpends a great part of the er in prov- 
ing and illaſtrating this Point. H wwe have 
2 to you Spiritual things, (ſays he) is 
24 a great matter if we'reap» your Canal? 
From whence L may infer, that all Men, 
(who 


erdained, that . who. 


N 


(rr) 

(who. perhaps have a fancy to it) may not 
ſet up for Preachers of the Goſpel; for by 
what ſhall they live ? or who ſhall maintain 
them? Can their-Wives and Children do 
it? Upon the Whole, ſince Chriſt, the 


4 great Law-giver, hath given Directions fot 


the Support of thoſe who minifter in Ho- 


1 ly Things; we may certainly infer, that 
tis his Good-Will and Pleaſure, there ſhould 


be ſome ſuch to miniſter in his Church. 
Should any object the Inſtance of St. Paul, 


whoſe Hands miniſtred to his Neceſſities, 


that he might not be burdenſome to the Co- 
rinthians ; Ianſwer, (1.) This was the pe- 


and Barnabas, have not we Power to for- 
bear Working? A. plain Intimation, that 
the other Apoſtles did forbear Working with 
their Hands; and ſo might they too, had 
ſome Reaſons, peculiar to that Time and 


Place, determined them to the contrary. 


But, (2.) tho' the Apoſtle was not charge- 
able to the Corinthians, he was fo far from 


b = mentioning this to their Praiſe, that he tells 
them, I robbed other Churches, taking 2 Cor. xi. 


Wages of them, to do you Service. So®- 


that he received Contributions from others, 
tho not from them. Should any Man ſtill 


urge this Inſtance of St. Paul, I would, (3.) 
in the laſt Place, recommend to his Con- 
ſideration the Practice of thoſe firſt Chri- 


Ne who ſold their Lands and Poſſeſ- 
ſions, 


culiar Caſe of theſe rwo Apoſtles: [ only 1 Cor. ix. 


(12) 


ad, iv, ods, and WW the Price of chem! and 
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23. 


Tit. i. 3. he might ordain Elders in every City; and 


laid it at the Apoſtles feet. And when 


the Objector hath himſelf follow'd one of 
theſe Primitive Examples, he may, with a 
tolerable Grace; urge the other upon his 
Miniſters. But the truth of it is, they were 
both extraordinary Caſes, and neither in- 
tended to be a Precedent for fature Ages. 

5. Another Argument, proving it the 
Mind of God, that ſome ſhould be ſet a- 
part to the Work of the Miniſtry, may be 
taken from the Directions given, and the 
Method that was practiſed by divinely in- 
ſpired Perſons. Thus in my Text, the Holy 
Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Saul and Barnabas, 
Oc. There was, as I have obſerwd, a Di- 
vine Commiſſion before. But they are now | 
ſolemly devoted to God, and ſet apart by * 
the Mediation of Men, and in the Sight of 
the Church ; that ſo this might be a Prece- 
dent to others, and a ſtanding Copy for 
all ſucceeding Ages to write after. . In the 
following Chapter, we find St. Paul and 
Barnabas purſuing the ſame Method ; for 


Acts xiv, when they had ordained Elders in every 


Church, and had pray d with Faſting, they | 
commended them to the Lord. A Demon- | 
ſtration, that they look d upon this, not as 
a temporary and occaſional, but as a ſtand- 
ing and perpetual Ordinance. Again, St. Paul 
left Titus in Crete for this very end, that 


he 


_ 289 2 


(13) 


7 


he adjures Timothy, to lay Hands ſuddenly 1 Tim. y; 
on no Man. Which ſuppoſes a Command. 
of doing it on ſome, tho with due caution. 


and deliberation. The things that thou 
haſt heard of me. among many Witneſſes, 


the ſame commit thou to faithful Men, who» Tim. i 


ſpall be able to inſtruct others alſo. An Au- 
thority to preach the Goſpel, and to inſtruct: 
Men in the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, was, 
as you may ſee by this Text, to be tranſmit- 
ted from one Generation to another. In 
one word, the Apoſtles were divinely in- 
ſpired, and knew the Will of God. They 
were Men of the greateſt Piety, Humility, 
Reſignation, and Self-denial, and dared not 
to contradict it. And ſince they took ſuch 
care to ſeparate Men to the Work of the 
Miniſtry, we may conclude, that this Con- 
duct of theirs was agreeable to the Will of 
God. To all which I may add, that ſuch an 
Order of Men hath been continued in the 


Church, without any conſiderable Interrup- 
tion, from the Days of the Apoſtles to this 


very Moment. . 
6. The laſt Argument I ſhall take notice of, 
is this: The regular Adminiſtration of the 
Word and Sacraments, makes it neceſſary 
that there ſhould be a particular Sett of Men, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to miniſter in Holy 
Things. No Society, whether Sacred or 


Civil, can long ſubſiſt without Order. Un- 


der the Moſazcal Law, the Sons of Aaron 
„ - were 


| TW) 
were to offer Sacrifices, and the Levites 
1 had their peculiar Offices aſſign'd them. It 
* was not for every over-zealous Uzzah to 
3 thruſt forth a haſty Hand to the Ark of God, 
tho tottering and ſhaking ; and King Uzziah 
1 bore the Marks of God's diſpleaſure in his. 
1 FPorchead, as ſoon as he took the Prieſtly 
* CTenſer into his Hand. In alluſion to the 
ll Old-Teſtament Diſpenſation, the Apoſtle 
GT a. tells us under the New, that That no Man 
taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he that 
is called of God, as was Aaron. We find 
the Church of Chriſt compared, not to 
wandring and divided Troops, but to an Ar- 
my terrible with Banners, rang'd under their 
proper Enſigns, and keeping, every Man in 
| his own Station. Tis again compared to a 
— Houſe, or Building, therefore not to a con- 
fuſed Heap of Stones and Rubbiſh. Toa 
16 City that is compact within itſelf, not to 
1 ſcatter d and diſtant Cottages. To a Body, 
. in which there is a due Proportion of Parts. 
Now you are the Body of Chriſt, and 
iM Members in particular. And God hath 
N ſet ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſe- 
condarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, &c. 
To which, St. Paul immediately ſubjoins 
x Cor. xii. this Queſtion, Are all Apoſtles * are all 
* Prophets? are all Teachers? No! this 
would be as monſtrous and deformed, as if 
every Member was an Eye, an Ear, or ſome 
[1 more eminent and noble Part. God is the 
0 | ET + God 
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5 Cas} 

God of Order, not of Confuſion. When 
our Saviour — * above the Heavens, 
he gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome 
Pajtors — Teachers, for the Terfel £ 
the Saints, for the Work of the Mini 
for the Edifying the Body of Chriſt. So 
that as long as Chriſt hath a Church to be 
edified and built up, as long as there be 
Sinners in the World to be converted, and 
Men to be turned from Darkneſs to Light, 
and from the Power of Satan unto God : 
ſo long there muſt be an Order of Men, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to attend that great Af- 
falx. | =] . 


II. I come now to the Second general 
Head propounded; which was to enquire, 
by whom Perſons now are to be ſeparated 
to the Work of the Miniſtry. And here it 
may be demanded, (1.) Whether this is to be 
done by the People themſelves; or, (2.) By 
Dioceſan Biſhops; or, (3.) By teaching Preſ- 
byters? for which, I think, we have a 
Warrant in my Text. Of each of theſe 
Queſtions, a little in their Order. ; 
1 Qu. Tis queried then, if Miniſters 
may be ordained by the People themſelves, 
as is by ſome pretended. As if any Society 
or Club of Men might meet together, and 
chuſe one of their Body to officiate for them 
in Holy Things, and this was all the Ordi- 
nation that is neceſſary. Againſt this novel 
6 and 


of Ech. iv. 
11, Sc, 


10. 


and fantaſtick Scheme, I have thoſe things 


to ap em r 3 they 


. Wehave no Commit requiring. any 


N e to conſtitute a Miniſter for them- 
ſelves. The Prophets and Teachers in An- 


tioch had a Command, as in my Text, to 


ſeparate. Paul and Barnabas, to the Work 


whereunto God had called them. Timothy 
and Titus were enjoin'd to lay on Hands, 


and ordain Elders; but no Direction given to 


the People to aſſume wah a Power to them 
ſelves. 1 

2. Nor have we any N of this kind 
in all the Sacred Records. We read of the 
laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery ; of 
Ordinations perform'd by the Apoſtles in 
general, by Paul, Barnabas, Timothy, and 
Titus, who were: all themſelves inveſted 
with the ſacred: Character, before they pre: 
tended to inveſt others with the ſame; but 
we have no Example of unordained Perſons 
aſſuming ſuch a Power to themſelves. And 
indeed, nothing is more agreeable to Rea: 
ſon, than that they who are in Orders, 


ſhould ordain others. The Deacons, (and 


. a ſtronger Reaſon, the Presbyters) were 

o be firſt proved. And who more fit to 
= them, as to their Capacity, and Aprneſs5 
to teach, than thoſe who have been Teach- 
ers in the Church? By whom are Lawyers 
called to the Bar, but by Bariſters? By whom 
are young Phyſicians licenſed, but by ſuch 
EEE | | as 


8 


1 


as have ſtudied And 


(19 0 
practiſed Medicine ? 2 
By whom ſhould a Mans Knowledge in any 
Science be proved, but by ſuch as are Pots 
feſſors in the ſame Science? 

If any ſhould object the r af 
Matthias, choſen to the Apoſtleſhip, as 


they may alledge, 'by the one hundred and 


twenty Diſciples, mention d in the firſt of 


the Acts, my Anſwer is, When we read, 
ver. 21. They appointed #00; &c. the word 
They may be underſtood. of the Apoſtles, 


as — as the Diſciples 3 for it was Peter 
who made the Speech in the preceding ver- 
ſes. Beſides, all that was done by one or 
rother, was to chuſe two, and refer the 


determination to God, who fix d upon 


Matthias. And I am ready to own' the 
People's Right to chuſe, tho not to ordain 
their Miniſter. To all which I may add, 
that Mary, and other Women, were pre- 
ſent among the Diſciples, ver. 14. And! 
hope it will not be pretended, that they who 
are not allow'd to ſpeak in the Church, did 
arrogate to themſelves a Power of conſtitu- 
ting Church-Officers, and thoſe of the high 
eſt Rank. 


2 Qu. The next Queſtions is, Whether Mi- 


niſters are to be ſet apart by Dioceſan Biſhops? 
ſuch as are placed in an Order ſuperior to, 
and have a Juriſdiction over ordinary Presby- 


ters. That Ordinations performed hy ſuch 
are valid, is what no — denies, that I know / 
of, 
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of. God forbid, that we ſhould r« epreſcnt 
all fach, as Limbs of Antichriſt, or Brats of 
the Whore of Babylon. This is an Exceſs, 
which ſome of our Engliſh Browni/ts did 
formerly run into ; but which the good old 
Puritans did publickly proteſt againſt. All 
that we affirm, is, that the concurrence of 
ſuch a ſuperior Officer is not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the Validity of Ordination; and 
that whatever Diſtinction the Cuſtom of 
Churches, the Bounty of Princes, or the 


Laws of particular Countries have made be- 


tween Bithops and Presbyters, yet the Holy 


Scriptures furniſh us with no ſuch Diſtinc- | 


tion ; and that the latter, according to the 
great Chartcr of Chriſtianity, have a Power 
of ſetting Men apart to the Miniſterial Of- 
fice. But this falls in under, 

Qu. The third Queſtion, vis. Whether 
Men may be ordained, or ſet apart by Presby- 


ters? And ſince the inſiſting a little on this 


head, may be neceſſary to vindicate the 
Proceedings of this Day, I ſhall crave your 
Attention, whilft I lay before you thoſe 
Arguments, by which we are determined in 


the Point before us. 
1. We argue from the Words of my Text, 


The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Saul and 


Barnabas, Oc. The preceding verſe points 
out to us the Perſons employ d in this great 
Affair; they were Prophets and Teachers in 


the Church at Antioch. As for Prophets, 


or 


e 


or Perſons endow d with miraculous Gifts, 
there are now none ſuch to be found in the 
Chriſtian World, and therefore Ordinations 
cannot be perform'd by ſuch : But Teachers 
we ſtill have, and hope always ſhall. Now, 


that the Teachers referrd to by my Text, 


could not be Dioceſan Biſhops, is, I think, 
evident for theſe Reaſons. 

(1.) Becauſe there were ſcveral of theſe 
Teachers in the ſame Church at Antzoch ; 
whereas, according to the modern Scheme, 
two Biſhops in one and the ſame Church or 
Dioceſe, is as monſtrous and abſurd a thing, 
as two Kings in the ſame Monarchy, . or 
two Suns in the ſame Firmament. 

(2.) Tis an avowed Maxim amongſt our 
Epiſcopal Brethren, that Biſhops ſucceed the 
Apoſtles, tho not in their miraculous Gifts, 
yet in their Juriſdiction over other Miniſters, 


and in the Government of the Church. Bur 


as for thoſe Teachers which the Holy Scrip- 


| tures take notice of, we find them placed in 


a Rank or Claſs, diſtinguiſhed from, and 


far inferior to the Apoſtles. God hath ſet , cor. xii. 


ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſeconda- 28. 
rily Prophets, thirdly Teachers. And they 
are reckoned up exactly in the ſame Order 


ö by St. Paul in another of his Epiſtles. So N iv. 
BZ that thoſe Teachers were ſubordinate to 


the Apoſtles; and therefore not inveſted 
with that Superiority and Plenitude of Pow- 


> Shy"; = < ml <0 


5 (ith St. Paul) doth bear me Witneſs, and 


« 20) „ 
er by which theſe! were diſtinguiſhed. ' So 
that my Argument ſtands thus: Theſe Tea- 
chers were neither Apoſtles nor Biſhops, 
and yet did ordain by the Holy Ghoſt's di- 
rection; and therefore ſuch have a power to 
do it ſtill, unleſs a ſubſequent Law can be 
produced diveſting them of ſuch a Power; 
_ deſpair of ever {ceing. 

A ſecond Argument proving that Preſ- 
8 have a Right to ordain, is founded on 
thoſe Words of St. Paul to Timothy; Neg- 
left not the Gift that is in thee, which was 
1 Tim iv. Ci den thee by Prophecy, with the laying 
14. onthe Hands of the Presbytery. To un- 
| derſtand the Force of this Argument, we 
muſt conſider theſe two things; (1.) What 
this Presbytery was, that laid on hands? and, 
(2.) What that Gif was, that Timotihiy re- 
ceived thereby. 

(1.) As to the Word Presbytery, that al: 
ways ſignifies a Company of Men call'd Preſ- 
byters or Elders; for theſe two Words have | 
the very ſame Signification, only the firſt is 
of a Greek, the other of a Saxon or Eng- 
{iſh Original. We meet with this Word in 
two other places in the New Teſtament : 
the firſt in St. Luke's Goſpel, where we read | 

.. that, the Elders of the People came toge- | 

1 ther. In the original Greek it is av wpeou- 
meien, the Presbytery of the People. And 

As xxii. again in the Ads, &c. the High Prieſt 


all 
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nil rb Eftate of tl Eiders. In the GreekA8s xxl, 
tis the whole-Pregbytery., In both theſe ” 
Places, the Word certainly ſignifies a Com- 
pany of Men, who in the FJeuiiſp Church 
were call'd Elders And from them the 
Chriſtians have borrowed that Title, and fix d 
it upon thoſe that miniſter in Holy Things. 
From the Scriptures I might deſcend to Fa- 
thersand:Counicils, hotl Greek and Latin, 
and ſfibw you thar this is the conſtant Sigt 
nification of the Word. To aſſemble the 
Presbytery, was nqted Phraſe in the Cy: 
priunirik Age la), and in this he did but 
imitatè the Language of Clemens and others 
before him (0%. Now can it reaſonably be 
pretended, that Scripture Presbyters, Were 
Biſtiops,\ becauſe. ſeveral of them were Orr 
dained in every City; and in vet Chur ch: Tit. i. 5. 
2 thing utterly inconſiſtent,” (as 1 have al- A xiv. 
ready obſerved) with the Dioceſan Frame. 
12 620 The ſdcond Thing to be conſidęred, is, 
What that Gift was, — Timothy re- 
ccivid / by the Impoſition of the — — 
Hands? And I thinkit evident bythe Con- 


text, that it was the miniſteriab Gift r 


Office that is here intended. Had it been 


che Gift of Miracles, C ſome pretend) the 


2 Nen to fig Here 


1 D 


""(a) Placuit contraki 2 bed . KP. 480 vg Ty 


G V. * Alexand, Strom. . 6. p. 667. | Fx 0 : 
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ſuch Form as this; Neglect not the Gift that | 
is in thee, but heal the Sick, caſt out De- 
vils, raiſe the Dead, Gr. But there is not 
the leaſt Hint, or Intimation given of ſuch 
a miraculous Power as this. On the other 
hand, the Words that go before, and foliow 
after this celebrated Text; do all concern © 
Timothy as à Goſpel Miniſter. But hear 
the Apoſtle in this Chapter, « rm thou p.]? , | 
Brethren in Remembrance 'of 'theſe Things, 
6. e. the Duties juſt mentioned) thoufhatt'be 

a gond Miniſter of *Feſus Obriſt. Till 1 
come, give Attendance to Reading, to Ex. 
Hortut ion, to Doctrine. Neglect nt the: Gift 

that — &c. —— — 
follows, Meditate upom a Hings, &. 
rule heed unto thy felß ' and to 2 Doc. 

5 trine; ' foy in ſo dvi, thou. fhult both 
fave thy felf and them that hear thee. 
All theſe Directions refer to the Salvation f 
the Soul, but not one Word Kitt of the ; 

fiiraculous healing of the Body. 11 

Te Argument then, upon — whole, 
ſtands thus. A 'Conipany. of Presbyterz 
Ad lay on Hands on Timothy ;- by this, 
the Miniſterial Gift, Office, or Pomier, 
Was 'conferred upon him. If cherefore 
Presbyters had a Power of ordaining theft, 
<hey have the. ſame Power ſtill, unleſs it 
gan boproved they have been AI, diveſted 
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* wo. things, 1 know, have been: 15 bjected 
inſt this Argument; both which, I think, 
= of a ſatisfactory Anſwer. _ 
. 1. Tis objected, that St Paul put Tim. i. 
on his Hands on Timothy, —4 that this 6. 
k — a Validity to his Ordination. To which 
1 2 — ; 
1 /, That tho the Pregbyters had not, the 
A poſtles had a Power of conferring mira- 
—— Gifts, as appears from Acts viii. 14. 
and tis probable, the Apotle might refer ro 
this, ſince the very next verſe takes notice gf 
a Spirit of Power given to them both. 2 Tim. i. 
2095, Allowing St. Paul to lay on his 7 
Hands with the Presbyters, (for every Apo- 
ſtle was alſo a Presbyter, tho every Presby- 
ter was not an Apoſtle) yet Timothy did 
not receive the miniſterial Gift from him 
only, who was but a particular Perſon, but 
from the whole Body. When we hear or 
read of an Order made at the General 
Quarter Seſſions, for ſuch, or ſuch a Coun- 
ty; common Reaſon will se ſuggeſt 
to us, that the uſtices, at their S eſſions, havę 
a Power to ſychan Order; and that its 
Validity does not depend POR the occaſi- 
onal: Preſence of a Lord Licutenant,. a 
Segretary of State, or Perſon of ſuperiqr 
Quality, who happened 0 bp Song 
them. So in the Inſtance before us, Timothy 
was ordained by a Presbytery, and —— 
not by the ſole AED of St. Paul; for 
he 
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he could no more make a Presbytery; than 
one Juſtice c can make a Seſſions, or w Lord 
or Commoner a Parliament. | 
06. 2. Tis objected that Timathy- was an 
Evangeliſt, and how could Presbytersordain 
him to an Office ſuperior to what they 


bore themſelves? 


Anſw. To this 1 anſwer,” tis not impoſſi 
ble but that the Presbyters | 
him a Miniſter, and Chriſt himſelf, or his 
"Apoſtle, might afterwards advance him to a 
higher Station. However this might be, no- 


thing is more uſual, than for ſome Men 
to inveſt another, with a Character and 


Power ſuperior to what they themſelves 


poſſeſs. Thus the Citizens chuſe, and the 


Town-Clerk or Recorder ſwears a Mayor, 
Who being thus fworn, has an Authority ſu- 
perior to any of thoſe by whom he was in- 
augurated. Thus in the Church the Biſhops 
'conſecrate an Archbiſhop, and yet take an 
Oath of Canonical Obedience to him, as 


the Inferior Clergy do to themſelves: and 


if we croſs the Scas, we may find the Car- 
dinals firft making a Pope, and then, to uſe a 
Phraſe of tlieif own,” adoring him. Upon 
the whole, as this Text in Timothy is the 


Foundation onwhich we build dur preſent 


-Practice, fol humbly conceive; it will remain 
unſh aken,” notwithſtanding” all the Affaulrs 


that can bEmadc upon it: 2 7 0 
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"ig Another Argument to prove that 


founded upon this Obſervation, vig. That 
the Holy Scriptures make no Diſtinc- 
tion between a Biſhop and a Presbyter. 
The ſame Qualifications that are required 
of the one, are alſo required of the 
other; for this Cauſe, (ſays St. Paul) left 
T thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ordain 
Elders in every City. F any be blameleſs, 
the Husband of one Wife, —— FOR a 


Orditiation by Presbyters is valid, is 


Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the Steward of 5. 5. 


God. Should I argue that a Petty Con- 
ſtable muſt be qualified ſo, or ſo, for a 
Juſtice of the Peace muſt be ſo qualified: 
This would be condemned for a ridicu- 
lous, and abſurd way of Reaſoning; be- 
cauſe the one is an Officer diſtinct from, 
and far ſuperior to the other. And there- 
fore when the Apoſtle writes, Let the 
Presbyter be blameleſs, for a Biſhop muſt 
be fo; this is an Evidence that he 
knew no ſuch Inequality between theſe 
two. 
To which I may add, that the moſt 
high exalted Titles, by which Biſhops, in 
the ſucceeding Ages of the Church, | 
were diſtinguiſh'd from inferior Miniſters, 


are, by the Holy 8 criptures, given unto 


Presbyters, I ſhall inſtance in theſe that 
follow, in theſe tha 


(x) 


6260 _ | 
(I.) The Title zero moi, 4.0. Biſhops, is given 
1 ahh Thus we read in the Acts of the A- 
17. poſtles, St. Paul ſent for the Elders of E- 
pheſlis, to whom he made a moſt affectio- 
nate Diſcourſe, concluding in theſe Words; 
Take heed to yourſelves, and all the Flpck : 
* over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 
ka Overſeers. So we render it in Exgliſs; 
but in the Original Greek, tis #manarws, 
Biſhops, as the Word is in all other Places 
tranſlated; ſo that the very Men, who are 
called Presbyters in one Verſe, are called | 
Biſhops, in the other. This hath been com- 
monly taken Notice of, which cannot, I thir k, | 
be ſaid. of thoſe that follow: 
(2). Another high Title given alſo to Preſ- 
. is that of Texmms, i. e. Preſi- 
dents or — Dr. - Hammond declares 
himſelf ſure, that the Biſhops of ſeveral 
Churches, were ſo called in the firſt Times (a). 
Faſtin Martyr, whoſe. Apology is, next 
to the Bible, one of the nobleſt Remains 
of Chriftian Antiquity that we have, takes 
frequent Notice of this Preſident (b). 
Whence our Brethren would infer the E- 
ſtabliſhmenr of Prelacy in his ſo carly Days. 
However this may be, tis certain in the A- 
poſtles times this Title was enjoy d by Preſ- 
5 . tous 87. Ba a it, . the 2 


$23 2 * 


4 
i 2 
7. 0 5 


(a) Ham. in 1 Theſ. v. 12. 05 inet. So p. 9% 
„ ders f 


þ 
z 
7 


(29 1 
dets thut rule well-be-iconnted aa V . Tim. 3 
Jonble Honour, oi ds. N,; artet peng ne. ** 
Presbyters did then preſide, or rule in Chri- 
ſtian Churches, which:is as much as Biſhops 
do now ꝓretend to, by virtue of a n 
purely apiritual. | 10 ii 10 b995! 

(3 Another High Title is that e 
nearof kin to the former, and af the Tame 
Signification.' Concerning theſe, the A poſtle 
2 We beſterh yam, "Bro: 1 Theſy, 

thren,to knows hem-which labaur@mong you; ” 
ana are bver uu i the rd — in 
the Gres. Now; ſmce there wrre ſeveral of 
theſe n one am the ſame Church of Theſs = 
1 they maſt be Presbyters, and not 
Biſhops in che modern Acccpratrion of the 

Word. Nor is lit poſſible, according to 
the preſent Model, that cach individual 
CHE thould n perſonal CC 
40K Fourth TidlewhichLhabrakdNo- 
rideiof edits oj, Which we:tranflate;Rm: 
lers“ Obey Them thut have dhe Mule over, iii 
= Jou Tois z vv, for they watch for aur 17. ; 
Souls; C they thut. muſt giur un He- 
cur. Whende Dr. Mumm unters 
that Biſhops'weretthen derthedgity Paleſtine 
(4). But if you ask him that drives the 
r rere ar whos ithe Perſoa 
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(a) Ham. in Locum, | 


Is 28) 
that watches for his Soul? whetlier it be 
the Man that catechiſes, admoniſhes, and 
inſtructs him every Lord's Day? ox onę chat 
lives at forty, or an hundred Miles diſtance, 
and whoſe: Face perhaps he never ſavy? there, 
is no need of Logick, or Metaphyſicks, to 
reſolve fo, plain a Queſtion.” The moſt illite- 
rate Mechanick can give an Anſwer. to it, 
and I leave you to judge What that would 

be. 50 that they , Who watch'd for Men's 
Souls, were the Rulers and Biſhops. of the 
Churches: in the Apoſfolick Age. I might 
alſo obſerve to you, that the Titles, . which 
the Latin Church gave its Prelates, [ſuch as 
Epiſcopus,Preſes, Prefidens, Antiſtes do 
exactly anſwer to thoſe; Cree ones which T 
have n notice of. Since then the moſt 
exalted Titles belonging to a Biſhop,-areby |} 
the ſacred Scriptures aſcribed. to Presbytes; 
may we not fairly conclude, that thoſe: two 
are but different Names, for one and the 
ſame Officer; and that if the former hath 

A Power of: Ordination ſo hath the lanet 
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To . "ind been faid; I may ſubjoin ot = 
| fark and abſurd Conſequences which fpring | 
from the Opinion of theſe Gentlemen, who 
11 make an uninterrupted Succeſſion, and Epiſ- 
Ag copal Ordinations eſſential, and,, abſolutely 
; f neceſſary to the Being of a Church. I ſhall | 
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1. This Opinion unchurches all the Pro: 
teſtant Churches beyond the Seas, both Ca- 


winiſfts and Littherans, at once. Tis true, 


the Lutherans have Sup erintendants in 


Germany,” and Biſhops in Sweden and Den- 
zur: but then the firſt oftheſe that were Pro- 
teſtants, had but à Presbyterian Ordination 


themſelves, and tis impoſſible they could 


convey any other to their Succeſſors ever 
ſince. We find Luther, Melancton, Bucer, 


and other prime Reformers conſtituting Su- 


intendants, tho they themſelves were 


mere Presbyters (a). As was alſo Bugen- 


hagius, who yet ordained ſeven Daniſh 
Biſhops at once (5); and, if I miſtake nor, 
there are no more in that King's Dominions. 
There is no ſuch thing on r Other ſide the 


Water, as aProteſtant Biſhop pretending to 
An uninterrupted Succeſſion from the"Apo: 


Hes, I know Truth is not to be determi- 
ned by Numbers. But we ſhould be extremely 


cautions how we pronounce o cruel a Sen- 


tence, as that of cutting off from the Body 
of Chriſt, on ſo vaſt a Miſter of profeſ- 
ſing Chriſtians. Nor is the eftabliſh'd Church 
in general chargeable with ſich a barbarotis 


| Uncharitableneſs : witneſs thoſe Forms of 


Prayer, which, in the late une 8 Reign, 


*. 
a. a — 


(a) v. Sleidan's Hiſtory of the Re ormation T I Hil 
Adam, in Vit. Luth. 09 of nh. K. 352 * 
rwe in Vit. Bugen. | 


were 
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thers wh. which . 12 ergymen. 
pray for the, Churches of 24, der, 
land, and Ireland; thg the Church of Scott. 


land was Presby terian, When the Canon 
Was compoſed, as it now is. So cha Mor 


one of this Number make Ordination by 


Biſhops, ncceſlary to the Being, of a Church, 
he may be confutcd by the Canon to wie 
be, Hoch {worn Obedience, and the Praycy 

have ede og ou - fi his own 


2. Another Con ziel- 60 
Opinion is,rhis, jt has a tendency to fl he 
Minds of Miniſters with endlefs Perplexitios, 
and inſuperable Doubts; gs ps rob. them af 
that Comfort and Satisfaction, Which ſhould 


carry them with "Cheartalapy through all 


the weary Stages of their Duties. No 


living can be fure, that amongſt | All. the 
Biſhops; who have been concerned in con; 
veying Holy Orders from one another un- 
to him, there. is not one of them all, from 
him who laid Hands on him up to the Ar 
les, who-has intruded into the Office by 


forging Orders or other unlawful Means. 
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And if there is but one ſuch Inſtance, (as 
ren t to one but there is) all ſubſequent Ordi- 
nations, according tothe Scheme I am ſpeak- 
ing of, are ſo many Nullities; for if one 
Link be broken, the whole Chain becomes 
uſelefs, and one Intruder puts an end to 
the Apoſtolical Succeſſion. So that accord- 
ing to this Scheme, no Miniſter can act with 

ace and Satisfaction to his own Mind. He 
may, for ought he knows, be an Uſurper 
of the facred Office; and, inſtead of a Pro- 
phet᷑s Reward, meet with the Doom of 


Corah. 


And now if any are diſpleaſed with our 
preſent Management, I would thus addreſs 
my ſelf to ſuch: Is that an Innoyation which 
bears Date with the Apoſtolick Age? Is 
that a Novelty which was pratfiſed * i the 
Church for more than ſixteen hundred Years 
ago? is it Arrogance and Preſumption for 


us to do what we have aPrecedent for in the a 


pureſt and oldeſt Ages of the Chiirch Is that a 


| Nullity now, Which was valid and authentick 
then? Or can the Canons and Decree of 


Councils and Synods vacare an Authority 
that is founded on the great Charter of Chrt- 
ſtianity, the Goſpel? or ſypercede 2 Com- 
miſſion give b "the great, Kitts and Head of 
har I have fafd 9 aan 

ject, is not, God! knows, to „ of 

ſure others, but only to Yindicate 7 
Adminiſtrations : to Wich- I may addy 
E + . 


6 23.3: - 
Thoughts, that had the inferigur Clergy 
been inſpired with the ſame. Sentiments of 


Tenderneſs, and Moderation, with thoſe 
truly Venerable Perſons, who have fill'd the 
Epiſcopal Sees ſince the late glorious Re- 
yolution, our Breaches had long cer this 
been healed, and our Differences ee 


miſed. 


III. I come now to the third general Head 
propoſed, which was to enquire what that 
Work i is, to which a Miniſter is called. And 
here I might be large and copious, in inſiſting 
upon the various Parts of the Miniſterial 
Office; but this falls more immediately with- 
in the Province of my Reverend Brother, who 
is to ſucceed me in carrying on the Work of 
this Day. Iſhall therefore only take notice, 
that a Miniſter's whole Buſineſs is compre- 
| hended in this general Phraſe, of preaching 
Chriſt ; according to that of the Apoſtle, Je 
preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord: and give you my Thoughts, when a 
Man may be ſaid to preach himſelf, inſtead of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; which he does, as 1 conceive, 
when he brings his Pride, his Paſſion, or his 
Intereſt into the Pulpit along with him. 

14 When. he Exon. his d into the 


— 
— — 
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motion. A iter of Chriſt ſhould nag- 
Rk his Office, but not himſelf: he muſt 


blow 
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blow the Trumpet in Sion, not to proclaim | 


his own Excellencies, but to ſound an Alarm 


in the Ears of a ſecure and careleſs World, 
'Tis true, a pathetick Stile and manly Elo- 


| ; quence, a decent Geſture and graceful Pro- 


nunciation, are Embelliſhments, which a Goſ- 
pel Minifter may lawfully, nay, commenda- 
bly deſire and aim at; but then it muſt be 
in ſubſerviency to the moſt noble Ends, 
VIS. the Glory of God, and Salvation of 
immortal Souls. We read of the Scribes 


and Phariſees, that they did all their Forks 
Z to be ſeen of Men; and if we ſpeak our 
Woras, only to be heard and admired by 


em, we are guilty of the ſame Hypocri- 
ſy, and liable to the ſame tremendous - 
Woes, that theſe Men were. If therefore 
the Oſtentation of our Parts and Learning, 
if the Diſcovery of a fine Genius and Subli- 


mity of Thought, be the Thing we princi- - 


pally aim at, we may be ſaid to preach our- _ 

ſelves, and not Chriſt Jeſus. So alſo, Y 
2. When we bring our Paſſions and Re- 

ſentments into our Pulpits : when we let fly 


the Arrow, not ſo much againſt Vice or 


Error, as at the Heads of thoſe who haye 
diſpleas d and contradicted us. There be 
2 — latent Sparks of Pride, Revenge, and 
Anger in moſt Mens boſoms. Theſe, upon 
a {mall ſpark of Provocation, are apt to 
break out into a Flame, and for that very rea- 
ſon, ſhould be carefully ſuppreſs and kept 

under, 


„ 

Thoughts, that had the inferigur Clergy 
been inſpired with the ſame. Sentiments of 
Tenderneſs, and Moderation, with thoſe 
truly Venerable Perſons, who have fill'd the 
Epiſcopal Sees ſince the late glorious Re. 
yolution, our Breaches had long cer this 
been healed, . our Differences COmpro- 
miſed. 


III. I come now to the third general Head 
IT propoſed, which was to enquire what that 
Work is, to which a Miniſter is called. And 
| here I might be large and copious, in inſiſting 
upon the various Parts of the Miniſterial 

Office ; but this falls more immediately with- 
in the Province of my Reverend Brother, who 

is to ſucceed me in carrying on the Work of 

this Day. I ſhall therefore only take notice, 

that a Miniſter's whole Buſineſs is compre- 
hended in this general Phraſe, of preaching | 
> Cor. iv, Chriſt ; according to that of the Apoſtle, Ye | 
8 "preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the ; 
Tord: and give you my Thoughts, when a 
Man may be ſaid to preach himſelf, inſtead of 
eſus Chriſt; {= 585 he does, as I conceive, - 

When he brings his Pride, his Paſſion, or his 

Intereſt into the Pulpit along with him. 

1. When he brings his Pride into the 

Pulpit; when Ambition, and Vain- glory, are 

the main Springs which ſet the Wheels in 

motion. A Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould mag- 

750 his Office,, but not himſelf: he muſt 


blow 
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blow the Trumpet in Sion, not to proclaim 
his own Excellencies, but to ſound an Alarm 
in the Ears of a ſecure and careleſs World, 
Tis true, a pathetick Stile and manly Elo- 
quence, a decent Geſture and graceful Pro- 
nunciation, are Embelliſhments, which a Goſ- 
pel Miniſter may lawfully, nay, commenda- 
bly deſire and aim at; but then it muſt be 
in ſubſerviency to the moſt noble Ends, 
VS. the Glory of God, and Salvation of 
immortal Souls. We read of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, that they did all their Forks 
to be ſcen of Men; and if we ſpeak our 
Woras, only to be heard and admired by 
'em, we are guilty of the ſame Hypocri- 
ſy, and liable to the ſame tremendous 
Woes, that theſe Men were. If therefore 
the Oſtentation of our Parts and Learning, 
if the Diſcovery of a fine Genius and Subli- 
mity of Thought, be the Thing we princi- - 
pally aim at, we may be ſaid to preach our- 
ſelves, and not Chriſt Jeſus, So alſo, = 

2. When we bring our Paſſions and Re- 
ſentments into our Pulpits : when we let fly 
the Arrow, not ſo much againſt Vice or 
Error, as at the Heads of thoſe who have 
diſpleas d and contradicted us. There be 
ſome latent Sparks of Pride, Revenge, and 
Anger in moſt Mens boſoms. Theſe, upon 
a ſmall ſpark of Provocation, are apt to 
break out into a Flame, and for that very rea- 
ſon, ſhould be carefully ſuppreſs d and 5 | 
| under, 


(34) 


under. Elias was à Man ſubject to nas 


Paſſions with us; and as we have leſs of his 
Spirit, no Voller if we have more of his 
Infirmities. Better Men than any of us, 
have miſtaken their own Reſentments to be 
a Zeal for their Maſter's Honour; ard if the 


Diſciples of our Lord did not know what 


Spirit they were of, tis more than poſſible, 
that we, whoſe Corruptions are equally 
ſtrong, and whoſe Graces are much weaker, 


may run into the ſame Miſtake. Important 


Truths muſt be defended; but fnould a Dif- 


pute for theſe be attended with Railing and 


Backbiring, raſh Cenſuring and: Judging, a 

good Caufe will be fpoild by bat Manage- 
ment. The Gentleneſs and Mildneſs of the 
human Nature ſhould not be diſcarded by us, 


when pleading for that Inſtitution which re- 


commends theſe Qualities in a peculiar man- 
ner. If we conſult the former or later Ages 
of the Church, we ſhall find that Chriſtianity 
hath ſuffered vety much by what the great 
Erafmus calls Rixa Theologorum, the Con- 
rention of Divines. When ſuch as theſe 
contend. for Victory more than Truth; and 


inſtead of producing Arguments, ſcatter 


Firebrands, Arrows; and Beath; Charity is 
vanquiſh'd, whoever conquers: That lan- 
bi uiffles and blecds, whoever triumphs. 

hen two Diſputants happen to claſh, who 
are equally. poſitive in their Opinions, jea- 


lous of their Honour, and impatient of 


Con- 


15 


Contradiction, tis like the Colliſion of Flint 


and Steel, nothing but Sparks of Fire can be 
expected from it. Twas an ill natur d Re- 
mark, that the famous Hiſtorian, Ammianus 
Marcellinus, made upon the Chriſtians of 
his Age 3 Who, in the Life of Julian the A- 
poſtate, tells us, that in order to re-eſtabliſh 
his beloved Paganiſm, and that he might 
not. be hindred in his Deſign, by the Unani- 
mity of the Chriſtians; but that by their 


mutual Fcuds and Animoſities they might 


ruin one another z he called to him the Bi- 
ſhops, who were the Heads of their. reſpec- 
tive Sets and Parties, and told them they 
ſhould go home, enjoy, and profeſs their 
own Opinions, and none ſhould diſturb 
them. This he did, ſays the Writer of his 
Life, Having found by Experience, that 
« no Wild Bcaſts were greater Enemies to 
« Mankind, than ſome of theſe Chriſtians 


4 were to one another () . This was ſpo- 


ken, I confeſs, with the Spite and Rancour 
of a-Heathen. But if there be any Credit 
due to, the beſt Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians we 
have, there was too great a Handle given 
for the Reflection. Twas the Obſervation 
of Euſebius, that the Heats and Quarrels 
amongſt the Clergy, during the calm and 


gentle Reigns of ſome E. the Roman 
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Emperors, brought down upon them; from 
the provok'd Heavens, the moſt- terrible 


Perſecution in the days of Diocleſian (9). 


And devout Salvuian imputes the Devaſta- 


tions made in the Roman Empire; by the 
Goths and Vandals, to the ſame Cauſe (c). 

In one word, ſhould Miniſters, inſtead of 
fighting the good Fight of Faith, eithet beat 
the Air by their unprofitable Janglings 3 or, 
which is worſe, wound one another's Cre- 
dit and Reputation : Should they, inſtead 
of attempting to render Truth and Virtue 
amiable, endeayour to make their Adverſa- 


ries look black and odions: Should they 


be ſo unhappy as to bring their Paſſions 
and Reſentments into the Pulpit ; they 
may be ſaid to preach themſelves, and not 


s they alſo may, when they bring 
their Intereſt into' the Pulpit with them. 
This is a prevailing Motive with too many. 
Come, ſays Fehu to the Prophet, and ſee 
my Leal for the Lord of Hoſts; When 
Ambition and Luſt for Empire, were the 
only things that oil'd his Chariot- Wheels, and 


made him drive on furiouſly in the Proſe- 


cution of his Deſigns. He ſtretchd forth 


his Hand, not ſo much to avenge the Cauſe 


— 


3 


(0) Hiſt, Eceleſ. 1. 8. c. 1. (c) Omnes pene Romani ſe 
mutuo perſequuntur. Quis enim Civis non invidet 


of 


Civi? Sal. de Gubern, I. 3. 


1 37 8 
of God, as to graſp a Scepter for himſelf. 


S. Paul cenfutes ſome, who taught thin or Tit. 1 21; 


they ought not, for filthy Lucre's ſa 
Self- tnrezeſt will tempt Men to coin new 


Doctrines and new Duties; or to pretend a 
Hatred to Vice and Error, when tis only 


Love to themſelves that they are animated 
I was a noble Aſſertion of the Apoſtle, 


Wen he could ſay, We ſeek not yours, 
| uu; your Salvation, not your Beneyo- aCor. xii; 


lence 3 the Happineſs of your Souls, rather *4- 
than the Aſſiſtance of your Purſes. But on 
the other hand, if, in our Adminiſtrations 
we are under the Influence of ſordid and 
ſelfiſh Principles, we may be ſaid to preach 
ourſelves, and not Chriſt Jeſus t the Lord. 


IV. I come now to the Fourth General 
Head propounded; and that is, to conſider 
the Manner how, the Rites and Circumſtan- 


ces with which, a Miniſter is to be ſet apart: 
And they are, (10) Faſting and Prayer. 2.) 


The Laying on of Hands. 
(I.) A Miniſter ſhould be fer apart with 
Faſting and Prayer, for theſe Reaſons : - 
1. Becauſe he is expos'd to more Temp- 


tations and Difficulties, (ordinarily ſpeak- 


ing) than other Men. Ifa young Miniſter, 
at his firſt ſetting forth, meets with Applauſe 
and Reputation, twill be a hard matter to 
ſuppreſs thoſe Ebullitions of Pride and Va- 


nity, which the Fountain of Corruption 


F that 


„ 

that is within, is ready to adminiſter. When 
a freſh Gale fills the Sails, the Veſſel will be 
ready to overſet, unleſs there be a good 
Meaſure of Grace, like Ballaſt to keep it 
fix d and ſteady. On the other hand, it his, 
honeſt and ſincere. Endeavours be not. ac- 
cepted, as. they deſerve, this weakens his 
. and ſinks his Spirits. That therefore he 
may be humble and yet . courageous, conde-. 
9 — to Men of low Eſtate, and yet not ſink 
under the Contempt of the proud and haugh- 
ty; for this he needs a divine Support and 
your Prayers to obtain it. The Devil is a 
very politick Enemy: he knows. if he can 
ſmite the Shepherd, the Sheep will be feat- 
tered. His * Darts are therefore chiefly 
aim d and levelled againſt thoſe who are 

rincipally. concern d in carrying on the 

Var againft him; and beſides, when ever 
a 22 of Perſecution riſes, it blows hardeſt 
in their Faces. The Prince of the Power of 
the Air, knows well enough, if the Pilot 
be driven from the Helm, the Ship will 
run, againſt. the Rocks. When the late 
King of France revok'd the Edict of Nants, 
the 5 905 Miniſters were all e the 
Kingdom a at once. 

2. Should a Miniſter be overcome by a a 
Temptation, Religion will be more deeply 
wounded : the Hands of Infidels and Atheiſts 
will be more effectually ſtrengthened, and a 
more dangerous Stumbling block be laid in 

their 


gif <4 


(39) 
their way, who have their Faces Som-waed. 
Should thoſe, who are Stars in the right 
hand of Chriſt, prove Meteors and falling 
Stars, they not only loſe their own Luſtre, 
but fill the Air with peſtilential Vapours, and 
ſcatter a Contagion far and near. Should 
the Lamps of the Sanctuary be blown out, 


” by the envious'Breath of the old Serpent, 


they will leave an ugly Stench behind 
them. Should they, who are the Salt of the 
Earth, once loſe their Savour, they are not 
only thrown to the Dunghill themſelves, but 
diſpoſe othets for the ſame unhappy Fate. 
Since therefore the Miſcarriages of a Mini- 
ſter will be attended with fach a train of 
miſcliievious Conſequences, we ſhould 
pray for him, that he may be kept by the 
mighty Power of God through Faith unte 
ene e 
3. A Miniſter ſhould be ſet ap art by 
Prayer, becauſe the Succeſs of his Miniſtry 
depends upon a divine Aſſiſtance. Tho 
Paul ſhould plant, and Apollos water, tis 
God himſelf who muſt give the Increaſe. 
The Word of God is indeed the Sword of 
the Spirit. But the Spirit himſelf muſt ſet 
ar Edge upon this Sword, or weſhall wield 
it to little purpoſe. Tis not an human 
Pencil that muſt delineate the Image of God 
upon the Soul of Man. To transform a Brute 
into a Saint, to turn the Heart of Stone into 
a Heart of Fleſh ; ; this exceeds the Art and 
F'3 Tower 
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: lunge in that Separation was by the Impoticion 
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Power of a Creature. A Cherubꝰs Tongue, 


without the Spirit's Aid, will ſignify but little. 
If ever we combat Sin and Satan with Suc- 


ceſs, he muſt teach our Hands to war, and 


our Fingers to fight. Our Report will then 
be believed, when the Arm of the Lord is 
revealed with it: When a divine Power and 
Efficacy attends the preaching of the Word. 
For cheſe Reaſons tis highly fit and proper, 
that a Miniſter ſhould be ſet apart withF Ring 
and Prayer. 

(2.) As alſo with the Impeſition of Hands. 
Now that Ordination ought to be accompa- 
nied with this ſolemn Rite, appears, 

1. From Scripture-Precedents and Exam- 
ples. We findit uſed by the Prophets and 
Teachers in my Text. By the Apoſtles, Pau/ 


and Barnabas, by the Presbytery in reſpect 


to Timothy, as I have already ſhown you: 
and can we act a ſafer, or a wiſer Part, than 
to tread in the Steps, and follow the Ex- 


amples of thoſe renowned Worthies? 


2. I conceive we have a Scripture-Com- 


mand as well as Precedent ; what elſe means 
that Direction of the Apoſtle to Timothy, 


Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man! Which 


Words plainly imply a Command to lay 


Hands on ſome, tho' with Caution, and after 
due Examination. "Twas the Holy Ghoſt 
faid, ſeparate me Saul and Ys and 


1 | 
Hong we may fairly conclude it was the 
Mind of God it ſhould: be ſo done. | 
3. To-which I may add, that this hath 
| becn the conſtant Practice of Chriſtians, in 
all the ſucceſſive Ages of the Church, from 
the Apoſtles to this very day; inſomuch, 
that the Words made uſe of by the Greeks 
to ſignify Ordination, derive their Original 
from 7 ſtretching forth, and laying on of 
Hands (3). Upon all which Accounts, I 
cannot but expreſs my Admiration, that this 
decent venerable Rite ſhould, in our Age, 
be diſcarded by ſome, who would be thought 
to keep cloſe to Scripture-Rules. Is there 
any thing unſeemly or ſuperſtitious in this 
ſolemn Rite? This would be a horrible 
Reflection on the Apoſtles who uſed it, or 
rather on the Holy. Spirit who directed it. 
Will they object Popery to that which was 
practiſed in the Church, before Popery had a 
Name or Being? Iam at a loſs to ſuppoſe 
what ſhould: puſh Men on to ſuch an unne- 
ceſſary Innovation. For ought any thing I 
can ſee, we might as well diſcard the Ob- 
ſervation of the Lord's Day, as the Ordina- 
tion of Miniſters by * * and the 
lay ing on of Hands. 


Thus have I gone through the four gene- 
ral Heads which I propos'd to ſpeak to. In 
which, I ſee, I have exceeded the uſual Li- 


(a) Yercomwidy Xateoberice | 
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mits of a Sermon. 1 might ether wife ad. 
dreſs my ſelf to Miniſters nd People here 
preſent. But this falling in another's Pro- 
vince, I hall only ſubjoin my heatry Prayers, 


that we may all ſo diſcharge our Duties to 

God and one another, that we may have a 
joyful Meeting at the right hand of 'Jeſus 
Chriſt, and from his Mouth feceivè that 
welcome Sentence; Well done, you good 
and faithful Servants, you have been faith. 


ful over a few Things, I will make you 


Rulers over many 3 enter of png into the Joy of 
your Lord. — 


81 | WE 
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* God is my Record, how great- 
J long after you al, in the 
8.5 vels of Jeſus Criſt. 


2 Io * 0 U have this Day, my Brother 5 
been moſt ſolemnly ſet apart — 
de Work of the Miniſtry by 
Talis, and Prayer, and the 
ene laying on of the Hands of the 
Presbytery. Lou have oblig d yourſelf by alt 
that's ſacred, that you ll take heed to this 
Miniſtry. that yu lit; and will, IL hope, 
execute with all. Exactneſs what you have ſo: 
ſolemnly. premis d in the Prefence of God, 
and a vaſt Number of his People: But as we 
are all too apt to forget our beſt and moſt 
concerning Engagements, ſo I am appointed 
to leave with you a Word of Exhortation, 


that you never N the __ that is in 
K Len N 
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The Words that I have taken to draw my 
Exhortation from, are part of an Epiſtle that 
was ſent by St. Paul, and his beloved Timo. 
thy, to the Saints in Chriſt Jeſus that were 


at Philippi, with the Biſhops and Deacons. 
The Inſcription of the Epiſtle very plainly 


ſhews, what ordinary Officers there were in 
the Church in the Apoſtles time, vig. Brſhops 
and Deacons ; Biſhops to take Care of the 
Souls, and Deacons to take Care of the Bo- 
dies, and outward Concerns of the Flock 
and Members of Chriſt. Jeſus. There. Were 
no Presbyters then, that were diſtinct from 


Biſhops; no Biſhops then, that were to rule 


over Presbyters. Biſflops and Presbyters were 
only different Titles of the ſame Perſons; 
of thoſe, who had the ſame Office, and were 
of the ſame Order. This is ſo evident, that 


the Inſcription of this Epiſtle hath, I find, 


perfectly puzzled ſome of the greateſt, and 
moſt learned Defenders of Dioceſan Epiſco- 
pacy, as Biſhop Pearſon, Dr. Hammond,'&c. 
The laſt nam'd of theſes forc'd to defend 
his Scheme by a very ſtrange Opinion, (and 
that, which methinks he might eaſily: have 
perceiv'd, would effectually overturn the 
Hierarchy he labour'd to ſupport,) vis: 


That there were no ſubject Presbyters in 


Scripture-Times. I readily allow that there 
were not; and, for that Reaſon, may ven- 
ture to put the unanſwer'd Queſtions, 'that a 
Great and Exccllent Perſon doth. Who. 

<« inſtituted 
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444} 
7 . jnſtituted this middle Order of Presbytets 
n 1 after Scriptute-Fimes ? and, quo ure? 
A E and how is itprov'd that they had Power 
ty 4 ſo to do?? And methinks, it ſhould be 
0 ſafficient to put an utter End to all Contro- 
y verſies on this Head; That no Patent can 
n be produc d under the Great Seal of Heats 
5 ven, for conſtituting theſe three Orders of 
e Officers, Bzſho fs, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
)- This alſo, methinks, ſhould eaſily ſatisfy all 
k Mankind, that our Ordinations and Miniſtry 


Y are not only Valid, but moſt Regular ; be- 
n ing perform'd and exercis'd in the Manner, 
le and by the proper Officers, that Chriſt the 
te great and ſovereign Lord, and King of the 
5. Church, hath appointed and preſcrib'd : But 
re I ſhall enter no farther into this Debate, 
at which hath already been manag d to ſo much 
d, Advantage in this Exerciſe; and becauſe it 
id: is my preſent particular Province to mind 
o- you, my Brother, of the great Weight and 
c. Duties of that ſacred Office, which you have 
1d this Day with all Solemnity, and according 
1d to Scripture· Canon and Appointment been 
ve inveſted i in. 
he *Tis a moſt noble Service that you have 
S. devoted yourſelf to; but withal, a Service 
in attended with conſiderable Difficulty, as well 
re as Honour. You ate call'd to ſerve the Mem- 
n. bers of Chriſt your Maſter, in their moſt 
ta important Concerns, the Concerns of their 
ho Souls and alt that they have with an e- 


3 
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ternal World. What a ſerious heed ſhou d 
you then take, that theſe great Affairs be all 
manag'd with a Picty and Skill every way 
anſwerable to the Moment of them? 1 
would hope, you have taken this Office up- 
on you with T houghtfulneſs, and great Con- 
cern; With a great Regard to the Honour of 
that Maſter whoſe Officer you are; with a 
juſt Affection and Tenderneſs towards thoſe 
Souls whoſe Miniſter you are ; with becom- 
ing Apprehenſions of the Weig ht and Mo- 
ment of that great Work to e you have 
devoted yourſelf; and under the moſt awful 
Sentiments of that ſtrict Account that you 
muſt ſhortly give of yourſelf, your People, and 
your Miniſtry. I hope you are entring upon 
your Work, with affecting Views of that 
vaſt Encouragement that Chriſt hath given 
you to be faithful ; and with no leſs affect- 
ing Conſiderations of that ſurprizing Dan- 
ger and Miſery that Miniſters lay themſelves 
open to, by acting the Reverie of what Chriſt 
would have them. If you enter upon your 
Paſtoral Work and Charge, under the In- 
fluence and ſtrong Impreſſion of theſe 
weighty Conſiderations, there is great Hope, 
that you'll ſave, not only yourſelf, but thoſe 
that hear you ; That you'll watch for Souls 
as one that muſt give an Account, and that 
you'll do this with Foy and not with Grief, 
which would be infinitely unprofitable to 
your People, and more fo, if poſlible, unto 
vourſelf. EE | To 
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To move you the more effectually to ſuch 


2 Management as will be moſt creditable to 


your Office, and moſt comfortable to your- 
ſelf, I have thought fit to ſet before you the 
Example of the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
who conducted himſelf by the bright and 
unblemiſh'd Pattern of his great Lord and 
Maſter ; to ſet this ſhining Example before 
you in ſuch an Inſtance, as all the Angels of 
the Churches ſhould moſt earneſtly endea- 
vour to reſemble Him in; which if they are 
careful to do, they'll moſt probably become 
remarkable for Miniſterial Conduct. They'll 
magnify their Office before the World. 
They'll exert ſuch a noble Zeal and Dili- 
gence, in perfecting the Saints, in the Work 
of the Miniſtry, in ediſying the Body of 
Chriſt, that even Malice itſelf will be ſtruck 
dumb ; or have nothing to object, but what 
1 trifling and ſilly, either againſt their Per- 
ſons, or againſt their Office. Tis very much, 
J fear, for want of Love to Souls in us Mi- 
niſters, (which is the noble Quality I would 
recommend from this illuſtrious Example in 
my Text) That Religion is at ſo low an 
Ebb; that the Devil doth commit ſo many 
dreadful Pyracies amongſt our People; that 
the great Factors for Atheiſm, Infidelity, 
and 77 ckedneſs, have carried on their De- 
ſigns with ſo much Succeſs; and that the 
Miniſtry itſelf is fallen into ſo much Con- 
tempt among many Perſons. Such a Love 
G 2 | to 
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to Souls as Chrift had, and the Apoſtle en- 
deavour'd to imitate, would put us upon 


ſach a Management both in Private and Pub- 


lick, as would reflect a very glorious Luſtre 


upon our Character, and give us ſuch Credit 


and Confidence amongſt moſt of our People, 


as would make way for the great and ſignal 


Uſefulneſs of our Miniſtrations. When 


our Conduct is ſuch, as that our People cant 


juſtly have any other Notion of us, but that 
we earneſtly ſeek them, and not theirs, it 
diſarms Prejudice, triumphs over Objection, 
and ſoftens and prepares for the beſt Im- 
preſſions. Our Love to Souls then ſhould 
be intenſely warm, and ſuch as may enable 
us to appeal to God as the Apoſtle doth, 


God is my Record, how earneſtly, &c, In 


ſpcaking to which Words, Iſhall, 


I. Conſider, the great Duty of a Goſpel: 
Miniſter, imported in theſe. Words, I long 


Aer. you all in the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt. 


II. I ſhall obſerve, that when a Miniſter 
acts upon this Principle, or is mindful of 
this great and leading Duty, he is not likely 


to negle& any of thoſe other Duties that 


belong to his Office and Character. 

III. 1 ſhall take notice, how nearly it 
doth concern you, who have this Day de- 
voted yourſelf. to the Service of Chriſt, and 


his Church, and all other Milter, to be 


able 


%. 


able to make ach. a ; folema n Appeal as the 
| Apoſtle here doth, 


I. I am to conifer the great Duty of a 
Goſpel-Miniſter, imported in theſe Words, 
I long after you all in the Bowels of Feſus 
Chriſt, The Meaning of which Expreſſion 
(I think with Dr. Mhitby) is, I have the moſt 
paſſionate Degree of Chriſtian Love for you. 
I have, according to my poor Meaſure, the 
ſame tender Affections for you, that my 
orcat Maſter had for me, and other loſt Sin- 
ners. "Twas Love in its nobleſt, and moſt 
triumphant Elevation, that inſpir d the 
Breaſt of our Bleſſed Saviour. How vaſt 
and boundleſs muſt that Love be, that could 
reconcile a Perſon of our Saviour's tran- 
| ſcendent, infinite Excellencies, to ſtoop and 
condeſcend, to do and ſuffer ſo much as 
he did for falbn Sinners? This ſame Apoſtle, 
ſpeaking of the Love of Chriſt, ſays, i hat 
it paſſeth Knowledge, Ephel. iii. 19. "Tis 
above all finite Comprehenſion, to conceive 
the Divine Warmths, the Breadth, and 


Length, the Depth, and Height of re- 


deeming Love. The moft ſeraphick Fer- 
vors of thoſe Spirits above, are but poor, 
low, languiſhing Things, if compar'd with 
the Love of the great Immanuel. "Tis im- 
poſlible, that any finite, created Being . 

love as Chriſt loved. 


Chriſt 
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Ch did not only offer himſelf a Sacri. 
fice for worthleſs and undone Sinners ; but 
that which magnifies his Love above all Pa- 
rallel,*is, what the IONS delivers in this 
Epiſtle, Chap. li. v. 6,7, c. (vis.) That 
our Saviour was in the Form of God, and 
thought . it no Robbery to be equal with God, 
and yet, made himſelf of no Reputation, 


took upon him the Form of a Servant, &c. 


Oh! what a melting, and moſt affectionate 
Tenderneſs muſt the great Redeemer have 
to poor Sinners, thus to ſhroud up his Glory, 
and' lay himſelf open'to all 'the Rage and 
Fury of Malice and IIl- nature, to skreen 
ſuch Traitors and Rebels as Sinners were, 
from a deſerved Vengeance? This Love of 
Chriſt, ſo full of Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, 
ſhould conſtrain all. It ſhould warm all the 
Members of Chriſt into a compaſſionate 
Concern for one another's Welfare. It 
ſhould move to every kind and friendly Office 
for their eternal Good : And ſeeing Chriſt's 


Bowels did yearn in ſo ſurprizing a Manner 


towards a revolted World; how nearly 
ſhould this affect the Hearts of all his Am- 
baſſadors ? And how readily ſhould they, 
with this eminent Example in my Text, 6e. 


come all Things to all Men, that by all 


Means they may ſave ſome £2 


It tends much to eclipſe the Credit of 
our Character, when, with Timothy, we 
don't naturally care for the State of our 

People, 


ky 
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People; When we —_ our 0wn Things, | 
and not the Things of Feſus Chriſt. A 
Miniſter ſhould do his utmoſt, that all the 
great Purpoſes of Chriſt's Grace and Love 
may be effectually accompliſhed. The Mi- 
niſters of . Chriſt ſhould endeavour to be 
affected with the melancholy Circumſtances 
of periſhing Sinners, as the great Redeemer 
himſelf was. He was griev'd for the Hard- 
neſs of Mens Hearts; Mark iii. 5. He ſcat- 


| ter'd his compaſlionate Tears over ſinning, 


and periſhing Feruſalem, Luke xix. 41. Chriſt 
met with the vileſt and moſt diſingenuous 
Treatment that ever Perſon did ; but no- 


| thing of this could take him off from the 


kindeſt Purſuits of Mens eternal Welfare. 
He laid hold of every Opportunity, for re- 
covering poor Sinners out of the Snare of 
the Devil; and ſtuck at nothing, how diſ- 
couraging ſocver, for the Good of Mankind. 
generous Love and Activity of our 
Redeemer, ſhould ſhame us, who have the 
Honour to be his Anibaſſadors, out of all 
that Cowardice, and want of Reſolution ; 
out of all that Negligence, and want of 
Zeal; out of all that Coldneſs, and want 
of Affection, that we are too apt and eaſy 
in many Caſes to ſlide into. 

The Love of Chriſt thus furneizingly diſ- 
play'd, had, we find, a mighty Influence upon 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. Tis very 
moving to obſerve, in what tender and melt- 

mg 


ing Strains he addreſſeth himſelf, both to the 
Galatians and Theſſalonians. My little 
Children, faith he to the Galatians, of whom 
F travail in Birth again, until Chriſt be 
formed in you; Gal. w. 19. His Love and 
Concern for them was ſuch, that he could 
not bear the thoughts of their caſting that 
Contempt upon Chriſt and his Goſpel, that 
he ſaw them in danger of running into. 
The like Tenderneſs and Affection we find 
him expreſling towards the Theſſalonians. 
1 Theſſ. ii. 7, 8. But we were gentle among 
you, even as a Nurſe cheriſheth her Chil- 
aren; ſo _ affettionately deſirous of you, 
We were willing to have imparted unto you, 
not the Goſpel of God only, but alſo our own 
Souls, becauſe ye were dear unto us. The 
Love, you ſee, of the Apoſtles, and firſt 
Chriſtians, was very intenſe. They were not 
like too many of the preſent Generation, 
who ſeem to have little or no Regard to 


the Faith or Manners, the Souls or Salva- 

tion of their People: But they had the leaſt Re- 

gard to themſelves, and the warmeſt to their 
I People, that ever Perſons had. There were 
4 none that minded their own Eaſe, their own 
i Profit, and their own-Emoluments ſo little, 
it | and the eternal Welfare and- Happineſs of 
18 _ Chriſtians ſo; much, as thoſe excellent Per- 
118 ſons did: And, how did Chriſtianity ſpread 
ln and flouriſh ? What a noble Appearance did 
hl Profeſſors make? And how faſt did the Num- 
bi _ ber 
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ber of Converts increaſe, till theſe Primi- 
tive © Fervours began to abate? Tis when 
the - Church hath Paſtors after God's own 


_ Heart, Paſtors that ſhall feed his Sheep and 


Lambs with Tenderneſs and Affection, that 


Chriſt's little Flock is likely, if ever, to in- 


creaſe and multiply - 

There are two or three Things remarkable 
in the Apoſtle's Love, that much deſerve 
the Regard and Imitation of every Miniſter 


| of eſus· Chriſt. 


1.7 1 he Sincerity and Greatneſs of it. 
God is my Record, &c. He could call the 
great Searcher of Hearts to witneſs, that 
he was affectionately intent upon their eter- 
nal Salvation. He had the Salvation of Sin- 


ners ſo near at heart, that tho he had a De- 
fire to depart, and to be with Chriſt, which. 


was far better; yet becauſe twas needful for 


hem, and might contribute to the Further- 


ance of their Faith and Joy, he was recon- 


cil'd to abide in the Fleſh, in which he knew 


he muſt ſtruggle with a great many ſore and 


preſſing Difficulties ; v. 23, 245 25. Of what 


extraordinary Service muſt it be to the In- 
tereſt of Religion and Souls, if this was 


(as it ought to be) the generous Temper and 


Cotnplexion of every -Goſpel-Miniſter ? 


Such a Miniſter as this, would never put off 


his People with'that which coſts him no- 
thing. Such a Miniſter would never 'trifle 
in a the ſolemn and concerning Work of 6 


H * 
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ving Souls. Such a Miniſter would plead 
earneſtly with his People to make them, 
Holy; and plead carncſtly | with God to, give 
him Succeſs. Such a one will endeavour 
to adapt all his ſecret Endcavours, all his 
private Conduct, and all his publick Per- 
formances io, as that they may moſt effec- 
tually anſwer the great and noble End of 
ſaving Souls. Such a Miniſter, if he hath: 
the, Hearts of his People; if they applaud 
his Parts, admire his Accompliſhments, and 
ſit down with Pleaſure under his Adminiſ- 
trations; ſuch a one, I ſay, won't ſtrut, and 
ſwell, talk great, and look big: But what- 
ever Intereſt he hath in the Regards of his 
People, he'll endeavour to turn it to their 

ſpiritual Advantage, that fo, he may pre- 
ent every Man blameleſs in Chriſt. Feſus 
at the great Day. 
If a Miniſter wants a 8 and tender 
g Concern for the Souls of his People, tis 
ten thouſand to one, if he doth not much 
— them. If he can but ſo. far ſecure 
their Regards, as to ſecure his Salary. and 
Se ttlement among them, he hath the chi 


5 


Thing he aims al and they, may then be 
what they will, either as to their Faith, Or 
Se Heer. Tis a ſincere and great 
Soncern for their eternal Salvation, that 
myſt take. ys warchfal, that they be not 
pꝗiſon d and peryerted by pernicious Prin; 
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ani profane Lives. A Miniſter that regards 
his People, will be often confidering, That 
win zou Holmeſs they can never fee God, 
and that Without "Faith it is impoſſible to 
plouſe him; and will accordingly be in- 
ſtant in Seaſon; und out of Seaſon, that 
chey be ef abhfb'&in the Truth, 400 perfe# 
1 in lh Fear of God. Their ever- 
God will be uppertnoſt in his 
Thibt ts. Hell have a fixed and Ready 
Eye toithis in aT his Management, and will 
be: vigilant to eonfirerwork all Deſigns of a 
cohtrary Tendeney. This, we may obſetve, 
Wels the Very acceptable Conduct of they great 
5 le; and e wil of every Miniſter, 
hath his Heart warm d with the like 
gare and /traphick Heuts that his was. 
82) Another thing remarkable in the A. 
boite Love, Was che Extent of it. Go 
he Record, how greatly T long after vol 
all in the Bowels i Jeſus Chrift. Th this 
alſo, he copy'd after the glorious and bright 
Pattern of his great Maſter, and deſerves our 
exacteſt Imitation. In the whole Conduct 
of the great Shepherd, and Biſhop of Souls, 
there was nothing that had the wh Appear- 
ance of Partiality-in it. He-never flatter'd 
the'Rich, or deſpisd the Poo; ſmeak'd t6 
the Great, or inſulted the Mean: But as he 
offerd his Life a Sacrifice for all, ſo he chear- 
fully ſpent it in doing good to all without 
exception. He look d upon none 3s too 
| high 


1 
high and big for his Reproofs, or too deſpi- 
cable and low for his Counſeis and Compaſe 
fion. He ſpent much of his Time and Pains 
about Publicans and Sinners, (Perſons much 
{lighted and deſpis d by the Bearing and 
Bulk part of the Fews) to recover them, 
if poſſible, out of the Snare of the Devil, 


and make them the Triumphs of his match- 


leſs Love. He had an equal Regard to the 
ſpiritual Neceſſities of the Poor and Rich; 
he made no Diſtinction between their Souls: 
But as the Souls of both were of an immenſe 
Value, ſo they ſhar d alike in his Love and 
Care. And thus he provd himſelf to be that 
great and faithful &. hepherd and Biſbop of 

Souls that ſhould come into the World, who 


was to judge the Poor in Righteouſneſs, 


Ifa. xi. 4. and to preach the glad Tidings of 
Satvation to them, Ila. 1xi. 1, compar d with 
Luke iv. 18. Our bleſſed Saviour, we find, 

did both feed and cure their Souls and Bodies, 


and hath left it as a Charge upon all his Diſ- 
ciples, that they ſhould deſpiſe none of his 


little ones, let theix Rank or Quality be 
what it would. 

Chriſt affected to be poor and mean him- 
ſelf, and choſe poor Fiſhermen to be his A- 
poſtles; and waſh'd his Diſciples Feet (tho 
infinitely above them) when leaving the 
World, to teach them this important and 
uſcful Leſſon; 3 that they ſhould think no Of 
fixes too mean, nor any Condeſcenſions too 

great, 
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great, wherein they might be ſerviceable to 
the Souls of Men. The Apoſtles ar firſt had 
ſcarce. any for their Followers, but ſuch as - 
| were poor: But had the Princes, and great- 
eſt Grandees of the World declar d for them, 
we muſt believe, that they were Perſons of 
too much Conſcience and Probity, to have 

the Faith of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the 
Lord of Glory, with Reſpect of Perſons ; 
James ii. 1. Tho they would not have been 
wanting in any Points of that Civil Reſpect, 
that is due to Perſons of Rank and Diſtinc- 
tion; yet they would not have compliment- 
ed the Gold. Ring, and the goodly Apparel, 
to the manifeſt Neglect and Contempt of 
thoſe that were every way better, except 
their Appearance in vile Raiment. The 
Apoſtles underſtood themſelves, and their 
Duty better, than to rage and ſtorm at the 


Voices of the Poor, and flatter and fawnupon 


the Sinner of Quality. Our Buſineſs, as 
Miniſters, is to be impartial, and reſpectful 
towards all. How dear was Oneſimus to 
St. Paul, (tho but a Servant) when God had 
made him the Inſtrument of his Converſion ? 
From this happy Moment, he became a Bro- 
ther beloved, Epiſt. to Philemon, v. 16, Or. 
And really, when we are not concern d for 
all without Diſtinction of Maſter or Servant, 
High or Low, Voung or Old, it plainly looks, 
as if with Judas, we regarded the Bag * 
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chan dur Maſter, and (cared but Mitte (if we 
have our Pay) vat betomes'of our People. 


finitely - precious in his ſight. We ſhould 
remember, that we take all for our Charge, 
and that we muſt ſhortly be aceountable for 
all. If therefore We roms be chargeable 
with the Blood of any, che Blood of che! Poor 


will cry as loudly againſt us, as that of the 


Rich: But on the contrary, if we fave 
their Souls from Death; their Salvation will 
add as much Splendour and Sweetneſs to our 


Crown of rejeſcing in the Day of "Chriſt, as 


of Perſons in hisher- Cireniltimices. - Out 
Love both as Ckfiſtians and Miniſters is 


very dofeQive, when it / is net ef à Catholic 


kind. There is 4 tp exior Reſpect due to 
ckoſe that are beſt: And if thoſe who are 


pooreſt in the Nori are richeſt in Faith, 


they muſt have the Preference: : But our Re- 
gar muſt fo far extend to all, as may put us 
upon all the beſt and · Wiſeſt Methods of pro- 
moting / their” eternal Salvation. We muſt 
exert Sur moſt actvetan⁰,οpοmpaſſionate En- 
deavoars, that of allt Chriſt Sives us the 


* of, we may ele none? And no- 


'Theuld more fenſtbly affect us is Mi- 
niſters; than if our Goſpel be hid, and Sin- 
ners loſt „We could moittn bitterly over 
Sifmers of all Ages and Conditionb, when 


We find them reſolutely going on freaſuring 


We that are Miniſters ſhould remember, 
that all Souls are God's, and that all are in- 


„ 

Wrath, againſt the Day of Wrath, and 
T bee, of the righteous Judgment of 
God. Thus we have St. Paul, the bright Ex- 
ample. of my Text, delivering himſelf in 
this Epiſtle, Chap. iii. v. 18, 19. Many 
walk, of whom 1 have told you often, and. 
now tell you even. weeping, that they are 
the Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt; whoſe 
End is: Deſtruction, &c. Diſmal! oh diſ- 
mal Fate of poor Sinners, when this is the 
| Reſult of a preached Goſpel ! As Miniſters, 
we ſhould. do all that we can to prevent it, 
and ſhould, mourn much and ſorely over it, 
when we. want ſucceſs. God is my Re- 

cords Ke. I proceed now, 


U. To. take notice, that ww a Minden 
ads upon this Principle, or is mindful of this 
great and leading Duty, he is not likely to neg- 
lect any of thoſe other Duties that belong to 
his Office and Character. Particularly, 

(1) When a Miniſter longs after Souls 
in the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, he'll cndea- 
your, chat they may be /ound in the Faith. 
This I take to be the Foundation of regular 
Practice. Heathat cometh to God, naſe be- 
lieue that: he is, &c. Heb. xi. 6. St. Paul 
therefore às ſenſible, that a Miniſter can 
never be ſecure, either of the Holineſs, or 
Safety of his Beaple; whilit he neglects their 
Faith, leaves this as a Charge with the El- 
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<3 60 ) 
to all the Flock, over which the Holy 


| Ghoſt had made them Biſhops or Overſeers : 
For, ſays he, I know that after my Depar- 


ture, ſhall grievous Wolves enter in among 


you, not ſparing the Flock; alſo, of your 


own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking per- 
dere Things to draw away Diſciples iy 
them. Acts xx. 29, 30. Wecan't but think, 

that this Scripture hath been ſadly fulfill din 
our Day. There have ſome ſprung up of 
this Complexion, as well from among our- 


ſelves, as from the eftabliſh'd Church; ſuch, 


(as in my Opinion) have ſapp'd the very Foun- 
dations of the-Chriſtian Religion : Such as 
have laid waſte the Glory of our Saviour, 
and Santtifier ; ſuch indeed, as will allow 
our Saviour the Name of God, but not the 


Nature and Perfections: But have ſtript 


the Holy Ghoſt of all Deity, both Name 


and Thing. 


Tis no ſmall Satisfaftion to me, that thoſe 
Men, by all their indecent Boaſtings of ſu- 
perior Senſe. and Learning; by all their 
groundleſs Charges of ih ao ys ſecut ion, 


Church-Tyranny, Romiſh "Inquiſition, &C. 
by all their high Pretences to Charity, but 


ſadly allay'd by the bittereſt Invectives a- 


gainſt thoſe who oppoſe them; and by other 
ſtrange Methods, which I ſhall not mention; 
tis J ſay no ſmall Satisfaction to me, that they 
have, (conſidering the Looſeneſs, and Scep- 
* n of the Age) IVE able to draw ſo few 

CEN 


(er) 


Diſciples after them; and that their Intereſt, 
8 - hope, is a declining, ſinking Intereſt. 
I cant doubt, my Brother, (conſidering the 


late and full Aſſurances we receiv'd with ſo 
much Pleaſure from you) but you will faith- 
fully, and zealouſly oppoſe not only the 
Errors I have pointed at; but whatever 
elſe may prejudice the Faith of your People. 
Tis too contrary to my Duty, and Temper 
alſo, to deſire that you ſhould do it with 


Railery, and bitter Language. LE ſhoutd 
d 


pity thoſe that we think to be under Miſtakes, 
but not pelt them with ſcurrilousExpreſſions. 
We ſhould always be tender of their Per- 
ſons, but lay open their Errors in their juſt 


Colours, and Conſequences, that our People 


may not {wallow them down as harmleſs 
Things, (being deluded with the Gilt, and 
Varniſh that is ſpread over them :) we can 


neither be faithful to Chriſt, or our People, 
unleſs we contend earneſtly for the Faith 


that was at firſt delivered to the Saints ; 
nor can we be juſt to the Honour that is 


due to Truth, unleſs we contend for it in a 
Spirit of Meekneſs. 


The ArrTICLEs of our Creed are too im- 
portant to be ſurrendred, to avoid the 201 4 


Imputations of Uncharitableneſs: But 

charitableneſs itſelf I utterly deteſt, 55 
ſhall, I hope, be no ſooner brought to make 
this a part of my Practice, than to allow 


the groſſeſt, and moſt dangerous Errors to 
0 have 
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( 62 ) 
have a Room in my CREED. St. Pau was 
eminently Charitable, but not Indoleut. 
He was as cool, and calm, as tis fit a Mini- 
ſter ſhould be, and yet a ſtrenuous and warm 
Defender of the Truths ofthe Goſpel. And 
ſo likewiſe St. John (who is ſo juſtly cele- 
brated for thoſe high and beautiful Strains 
of Charity that run through his Writings) 
how very differently doth he ſpeak of the 
Angel of the Church of Epheſus, from what 
he doth of the Angel of the Church of Lao- 
dicea? The former he highly commends, 
becauſe he could not bear thoſe that were 
evil, but try d them that ſaid they were 
Apoſtles and were not, but found them Ly- 
ars; Rev. ii. 2. But the other he ſpeaks of 
with much Diſlike and Reſentment ; becauſe 
he was neither cold nor hot, but indifferent, 
whether Truth, or Error, Piety, or Pro- 
faneneſs did ſpread and obtain among his 
People; Rev. iii. 15,16. Should this be ever 
your unhappy Temper, as J hope it will not, 
how will you be able to give an Account of 
your People, or your own Conduct at the 
Great Day? If you have that tender Regard 
to your People that you ſhould have, you'll 
endeavour, that they may hold the Myſtery of 
the Faith ina 7205 Conſcience, 1 Tim. ii. 9. 
Such atender Love to Souls, as St. Paul had, 
will make you think much of theſe awful 
Expreſſions, &c. FJ ye believe nat that I 
em he, ye ſball die in your Sins; John viii. 
3 FX 24. 
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24. He that believeth not, ſhall be dum- 
al; Mark xvi. 1 6. Her bat believeth not, 
is condemnet already ; Johniii.r8. He that 
belie veth not on the Son, ſhall not ſee Life ; 
ohm iii. 36. The Scriptures, 25 ſee, do 
lay an extraordinary ſtreſs upon Faith. So 
that if your Breaſt be warm'd with a be- 
coming Coneern for the Safety of your Peo- 
ple; you'll take the beſt Care that they be 

not Reprobatt roncerning the Faith, 
Ss great was the Regard that the : Apoſtles 
kad to the Chriſtian Faith, that twas for 
this, that they ſuffered themſelves to be 
treated with ſo much Rudeneſs and Barbati- 
ty. Tas in Defence of this, that they laid 
themſelves open to Rage and Violence, and 
at Taft fell Victims to triumphant Cruelty: 
They were ſenſible, that if Mens Faith was 
not right, there muſt neceſſarily be a Defect 
as to motal Conduct; and accordingly 
were very far from being indifferent War a 
Ser of Principles they and their Followers 
conducted themſelves by. And the truth 
is, if they had laid no greater ſtreſs upon 
5 ſome ſeem to do, I cant ſee, but by 
ing Martyrs for Chriſtianiry, they moſt 
Seil threw away their Lives. But how -· 
eyer ſlightly ſome may ſpeak” of Faith, tis 
certain that tis ge Fern Ken our Kees 8 

we have our Character as Chriſt 

own” the whole Model of Nenzing, as ; 
contained in the Scriptures, is wonderfully” 
I 2 curious 


8 
curious in all its Parts, and admirably com- 
pleat if taken together. We have here a 
more Beautiful Scheme of Morality, than 
in all the Heathen Writings put together. But 
tho Chriſtianity doth abundantly deſerye 
the Preference upon this Account, yet Hea: 
theniſh, Fewiſh, and Chriſtian Morality are 
much the ſame. But as to Faith, theDifference 
js very wide, and conſiderate and there- 
fore ſuch a conſcientious and. affectionate 
Miniſter as St. Paul cannot be unconcern d, 
when any of the great and ſacred Principles 
of Chriſtianity are treated with 2 wanton: 
Contempt. He can't be eaſy to ſee his Peo- 
ple, firſt caſhiering one, and then a ſecond, 
and then a third Article of their Creed, as 
their Diſlike of them may riſe, and grow. 
upon them. This is, indeed, to ſlur Reve- 
lation, and to make juſt as much, and no 
more of the BIBL E, than a Deiſt doth: 
But there muſt be a juſter, and more tender- 
Concern for the Faith of our People, when 
we long after their Souls in the Bowels 17 
Feſus Chriſt. | 

(2.) When a Minifter lama after Soulsi in 
the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, hell endea-j 
your, that his People may be Holy in all 
manner ef Converſation. . Hell conſider, 
that as without Faith it is impoſſible topleaſe, 
Cod, ſo, without Holineſs -none ſhall ſee, 
the Lord; and accordingly, | will exert his, 
belt End eavours, both i in e and Private, 
in 
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in his 'Cloſet, and in the Pulpit; that Holi- 


neſs to the Lord may be the ſhining Im- 
preſſion upon all his People. To accom- 


pliſh this noble End, is one of the great De- 


ſigns of our Miniſtry, and one of the greateſt 
Difficulties that doth attend it. "Tis: more 
eaſy to convince our Peoples Judgments, 
than to conquer their Natzve, and Contrac- 
ted A — — to God and Goodneſs. Tis 
difficult to open their Eyes, than to 
ſoften thaie: — and to make them Vo- 
taries to Truth, than Friends to Holineſs. 
And yet, we do nothing to purpoſe towards 
the Salvation of our People, till we have 
brought them e deny Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, r 2 


ouſly, — godly in this par — World 


it was poſſible to make our People as _ as 
Angels, yet if we can't bring them to act as 
Chriſtians, our Goſpel is hid, and our Friends 


are /of# ; and all their bright and command- 
ing Knowledge will be. too little to keep 


them from everlaſting Darkneſs. For this 


Reaſon; a Miniſter ſhould be moſt cautious, 
that he doth. not advance any Notions that 
tend to leſſen his, Peoples Regards to our 
bleſſed Saviour, or to encourage Looſeneſs 
and Zybertiniſm among them. He ſhould, 
indeed, lay before them4he Riches and Mag- 
nificence. of Divine Gtace 3: but withal, the 
ppotieſs and unblemiſh d Purity of the Di- 


vane Nature. He ſhould ſet before them the 
nat - Love 
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( 66 ) 


Love of Chriſt, in the brighteſt and moſt 
affecting Characters; but withal, ſhould ſhew 


how it ſhonld conſtrain to a Compliance 
with his excellent Laws in their utmoſt 


Strictneſs and Eutent. He ſhould ſhew 


them the Promiſes, and Privileges that Chri- 


ſtians can claim; but ſhould not forget to 


put them in mind of the great Conditions 
without which they cant poſſibly be obtain- 
ed. He ſhould repreſent unto them, what 
a glorious and moſt deſirable Life dothawait 


them above; but ſhould not conceal, what 


a dreadful Death will attend their wilful, 
and unrepented- of Impieties in an approach- 
ing State. If we entertain our Hearers only 


with ſmooth Things, we ſhall ſtupefy their 


Fears. And, if we only alarm them with 
the Terrors F the Lord, we ſhall ſtun 
their Hopes. If 'we ſcarce ever touch upon 
the great Doctrines of Religion, that Infi- 
dels and Erroneous Perſons oppoſe, we lay 
them open as a Prey to every hold and cun- 
ning Seducer; and if we ſeldom preſs the 
Duties that Chriſtianity enjoins, by this our 
Silence e ſhall aſſiſt e Inclina-· 
tions to carry all before them. 

If we attempt to make Men holy without 
any, or but little Regard to their Faith, tis juſt: 
as wiſe, as if we ſhould attempt 
Tree bear Fruit that hath no Roots; and if 


we only mind their Faith without regard to 


their © we defeat the very End and 
Delign 


, , 


to make a 


2 2— 
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— 


metaphorical Character of true Believers, 
1 Pet. ii. 5.) is not compleat. Where Faith 
is ſound, without ſuitable Practice, the Foun- 
dation is good, but the Building imaginary; 


and where any attempt to build without 
this Foundation to ſupport it, they labour 


fooliſhly, and in vain that build it; for all 


the Splendour and Magnificence thereof, in 


a little time muſt come to nothing, and 
vaniſh away. If therefore you would take 
Comfort in your People, as thoſe that you 
ſhall be able to preſent blameleſs at laſt to 

your great Maſter, do your beſt, that they + 
may hold Faith and a good Conſtience. 
What incredible Pains did your Saviour and 
Lord take, to correct the Errors and Degene- 
racy of Mankind! What Travail of Soul 
was his great Apoſtle in, that Chriſt might 
be form'd in his beloved Galatians ! Gal. iv. 


19. Let your Spirit be ſtirred as his was at 


Athens, when you ſee Perſons pulling De- 
ſtruction and Miſery upon their Heads, If 
they'll treaſure up Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath, and -Revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God, let it not be for want of 
compaſſionate Warning. Conſider them as 
linking into an unchangeable Miſery, unleſs 
Is a 
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Love of Chriſt, in the brighteſt and 'moſt 


affecting Characters; but withal, fnould ſhew 
how it ſhonld conſtrain to a Compliance 


with his excellent Laws in their utmoſt 


Striftneſs and Eutent. He ſhould ſhew 
them the Promiſes, and Privileges that Chri- 


ſtians can claim; but ſhould not forget to 


put them in mind of the great Conditions 
without which they can't poſſibiy be obrain- 
ed. He ſhould — unto them, 
a glorious and moſt dehrable Life dothawait 


them above; but ſhould not conceal, What 


a dreadful Death will attend their wilful, 
and unrepented- of Impieties in an approach- 
ing State. If we entertain our Hearers only 


with /navth Things, we ſhall ſtupefy their 


Fears. And, if we only alarm = with 
the Terrors of the Lord, we ſhall ſtun 
their Hopes. If We ſcarce ever touch upon 
the great Doctrines of Religion, that Infi- 
dels and Erroneous Perſons oppoſe, we lay 
them open as a Prey to every Bold and cun- 
ning Seducer ; and if we ſeldom preſs the 
Duties that Chriſtianity enjoins, by this our 
Silence We ſhall aſſiſt their worrüpt Inclina- 
tions to carry all before them. 


If we attempt to make Men holy without 


any, or but little Regard to their Faith, tis juſt: 
as wiſe, as if we ſhould attempt to make a 


Tree bear Fruit that hath no Roots; and if 


we only mind their Faith without regard to 


their — we defeat the very End and 
Deen 


667) 
Deſign of Faith, which is to produce a fruit- 
ful Profeſſion. To conſtitute a Chriftian, 
there muſt be Faith and Practice, good 
Principles, and good Works ; where either 
is wanting, the ſpiritual Houſe (which is the 
metaphorical Character of true Believers, 
1 Pet. ii. 5.) is not compleat. Where Faith 
is ſound, without ſuitable Practice, the Foun- 
dation is good, but the Building imaginary ; 
and where any attempt to build without 
this Foundation to ſupport it, they labour 
_ fooliſhly, and in vain that build it; for all 
the Splendour and Magnificence thereof, in 
| a little time muſt come to nothing, and 
| vaniſh away. If therefore you would take 
Comfort in your People, as thoſe that you 
ſhall be able to preſent blameleſs at laſt to 
your great Maſter, do your beſt, that they © 
may hold Faith and a good Conſcience. 
What incredible Pains did your Saviour and 
| Lord take, to correct the Errors and Degene- 
racy of Mankind! What Travail of Soul 
was his great Apoſtle in, that Chriſt might 
be form' d in his beloved Galatians ! Gal. iv. 
19. Let your Spirit be ſtirred as his was at 


" Þ Athens, when you ſee Perſons pulling De- 
© | ſiruftion and Miſery upon their Heads, If 
& | they'll treaſure up Wrath againſt the Day of 
a Wrath, and Revelation of the righteous 
26 Judgment of God, let it not be for want of 
o || compaſſionate Warning. Conſider them as 
4 | finkinginto an unchangeable Miſery, unleſs 
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66 
a Change be wrought upon their Natures, 
and try all the Force of Argument, and Per- 
ſuaſion, of Love and Pity, to prevent their 


Ruin. Convince them, that you have it 
very much at heart, that they ſhould be 


Partakers of a Divine Nature, and eſcape 


the Corruptions that are in the World 


through Luſt; and let no Methods be un- 
attempted, that may keep them from the 
Vengeance of cternal Fire. 

If we give our People any juſt Occaſion 
to think, that it is a Matter of much Indif- 
ferency to us, whether they be ſavd, or 
periſh, twill do very much to prejudice the 
Succeſs of our Miniſtry : But they'll proba- 
bly be more tractable to good Advice, when 
they ſee that we aim at nothing ſo much as 
their eternal Happineſs ; and uſe our Miniſ- 


try, not as a common Trade to get Bread, 
but a Divine Inſtitution to ſave Souls. 7 


have no greater Joy, ſays St. John, than 
to hear that my Children walk in Truth; 

3d Epiſtle of John, v. 4. When this is the 
true and noble Complexion of our Souls, 
we ſhall ſtick at no Pains ourſelves to pro- 
mote their Sanctification. And when our 
People are convinc'd that it is ſo, they'll then, 
if ever, be prick'd to the Heart by our ten- 
der and affectionate Concern for them, and 
be brought to put that important Queſtion, 
What oh what eee we do ro be 4 rpc a 


(2) If 


8 5 


5 (3, If you long after Souls in the Bowels 

5 of Feſus Chrif, you'll not only regard the 

r Faith and Holineſs of your People, but in 

it order to be uſeful to them in theſe important 

e Reſpects, you'll endeavour to keep up the 
„Honour of the Miniſtry, and of thoſe ſeve- 

a ral Titles, and Characters that the Holy 

- Ghoſt hath given to Goſpel-Miniſters. You 

C muſt have obſery'd, I believe, that (among 

= many other melancholy Degeneracies of the 

n preſent Day) the Miniſtry is fall'n into the 

2 utmoſt Contempt with a great many. What 

r |= Chriſt left as a Bleſſing to Mankind when he 

1C aſcended on high, and led our Captivity 

a- | Captive, viz. Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Paſ- 

n tors, and Teachers; is now thought by too 

as many a great N. uſance, and a uſeleſs Charge 

. upon the World. Nay, ſo very violent, 

d, and outrageous: are ſome, that they con- 

I demn the whole Order in a Lump, without 

n any Diſtinction. Now, this is plainly to fall 

4 foul on an Ordinance of Chriſt, and to pierce 

ne him through the Sides of his Servants. This 

ls, is to run down an Office, without which | 
O- tis likely there would have been little or no | 
ur Religion in the World. This is to condemn | 
n, many that are ſome of the brighteſt Orna- g 
n- ments of the Age, with thoſe that are the 
nd Scandal and Reproach thereof. This is like 


n, = Aflaying the Lord's Prophets with thoſe of | 
24s Baal, and facrificing the Innocent, as well | 


as Guilty, toan Irreligious, if not an Atheiſ- 
If . | = 1 Be tical 


we; ®;$ 


e 
the 8 
n 
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(70) 
tical Rage. This is to — baſe Con: 
tempt of Learning, as well as Ignoranct; 
and to put Piety and Profaneneſs into the 
ſame Sentence of Condemnation. This is 
in effect to murder Souls, by repreſenting 
thoſe as uſcleſs and contemptible, that have 


the Care of them. Whatever ſuch imagine, 


there is as little Wit, as there is Religion or 
Good Manners in ſuch a Management. How- 
ever, as Miniſters, we ſhould take the ut- 
moſt care, that we give no juſt Occaſion for 
ſuch violent Inſults upon our Character. 
It muſt be confeſs'd, that too many have 
Gdly eclipsd the Glory of that uſeſul Office | 
that they ought to magnify. There are 
ſome that have neither a clear Head, nor a 
Warm Heart: That know little, what it is 
to be Barnabas's to thoſe that are in Diſtreſs; 
nor Boanerges's to thoſe that are ſecure in 
their Sins. There arc ſome that have mean 
intellectual Accompliſhments, being Stran- 
gers almoſt to every part of uſeful Learn- 
ing. And what is more melancholy, there 
are others that are utter Strangers to the 
Life and Power of Godlineſs. There are 
Tome that have fine Parts, but little or no 
Goodneſs; ſome that preach well, but live 
ill; that perform every Part of their Work 


handſomely :. But alas! take no manner of 
Care to bring their Lives under ſo much as 
tolerable Regulations. There are ſome that 
| _ never the r of Saints but on- 


ly 
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ly in the Pulpit. They take their leave of 


this, and their Religion together, and never 


diſcover much Regard thereto, till they are 
there again. Tis much upon theſe, and the 


like Accounts, that the Sacrifices of the Lord 


are ſo much abhorrd, and thoſe that offer 


them ſo much deſpis d. And when the 


Character of a Miniſter is become deſpica- 


ble, he effectually defeats his own Uſeful 
neſs. Religion loſeth ground among his 


1 People; and the great Adverſary, like a 


triumphant Conqueror, bears down all be- 


fore him. 


A Biſhop, or Miniſter, (which is the ſame 


in the Language, and Senſe of Scripture) 
muſt be blameleſs ; Titus i. 7. He muſt be 


ſo, if he would be ſerviceable. A Miniſter 
that would do Good in this adultæraus and 


ſinful Generation, that would baffle A- 


theiſm, that would put Infidelity out of 
countenance, and give check to outrageous 
Impiety and Licentiouſneſs: A Miniſter, I 
fay, that would ſucceſsfully purſue theſe 
great and noble Ends, muſt have a greater 
Regard to the Sacredneſs and Deſign of his 
Office, than to the Profits and Perquiſites 
that do attend it. And if you are one 

thoſe that long after Souls in the Bowels of 


Feſus Chriſt, you'll have this much upon 


your moſt ſerious Thoughts, that you ful fil 
your Miniſtry, and Keep it up in its full Ho- 


nour and Reputation in a Sceptical Age. 
K 2 Lou ll 


1 5 


(pz!) 


| You'll keep your Character ſo clear and un- 
 blemiſh'd, as to be able to bid Defiance to 


Malice itſelf, to ſpot and tarniſh it. You'll 
have ſuch an undiſſembled Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God, the Intereſt of Religion, and 


the Good of Souls, as will either ſtop the 


"Mouths of Gainſayers, or leave a Convic- 
tion upon the World, that they foam out 
nothing but their Venom and Shame when 
they begin to rail, and run ”u_ down. 
Particularly, ä 
1. ou long after S ouls in the Bowels 
of Feſus Chrif, you'll conſider, that God 
Hath made you a Watchman to your People; 
and will make Conſcience of giving the 
moſt faithful Warning to periſhing Sinners. 
If you obſerve them entangled in any Error, 
or inclining thereto, you IT lay open the Na- 
ture and Tendency of it, ſhew them, how 
contrary it is to the Faith of the Goſpel ; 
what miſchievous Effects it hath had upon 
others; and how injurious it is to their own 
Souls, and vigorouſly attempt, by all the 
Force of Argument, and Authority of Scrip- 
ture, to extricate them out of the dangerous 
Snare. There are a great many Truths of 
that vaſt Importance to Mens eternal Salva- 
tion, that unleſs Miniſters diſcover a warm 
and zealous Concern for them, they. can 
neither be ſo faithful or affectionate to 
Chriſt, or Souls, as they ought to be. In 


condudting yourſelf therefore, towards your 


e = | People, 2 


. 

People, I hope, you'll much mind that very 
ſolemn Part of St, Paul's Charge, and that 
very bright Part of his own Pattern which 
you have Adts xx. 31. Therefore watch, 
and remember that by the ſpace of three 
Tears, I ceaſed not to warn every one Night 
and Day with Tears. And as you will not 
be eaſy to ſee your People running over to 
the Tents of Error or Infidelity ; ſoif you 
ſee them indulging to any Immorality, you'll 
try to pluck them from the Embraces there- 
of: Nor will Love ſuffer you to daub with 
untemper'd Mortar ; to flatter their Miſtakes, 
or compliment their Vices, and ſo delude 
them into remedileſs Miſery : But putting 
your own Soul into their Soul's ſtead, 
you'll act for them as you would for yourſelf, 
and reſcue their Souls from impending Ruin 
with the fame Compaſſion that you would | 
your 0wn. 

2. If you long after Souls in the Bowels 
of Jeſus Chriſt, you'll conſider, that Chriſt 
hath made you a Labourer in his Vineyard, 
and will accordingly cxert yourſelf with 
much Induſtry and Zeal, that your People 
may be faithful in every good Word and 
Work. *Twill ſit uneaſy upon you, to ſee, 
that ſo many have Leaves, and no Fruit; 
and that others do bear the Grapes of Sodom, 
and the Cluſters of Gomorrha, inſtead. of 
bringing forth Fruit unto eternal Life. 


There's no Diffiqulty but Love will ſweetly 
| reconcile 


(74) 
reconcile you to, that all your People may 
be Plants of Renown. To accompliſh an 
End ſo honourable to God, ſo creditable to 
Religion, and ſo advantageousto Souls, you'll 

ſtudy hard ; pray much; preach well ; and not 
content yourſelf to put off your People with 
other Mens Labours ; or the poor and ſpirit- 
leſs Dregs of an expiring Week, the whole 
of which almoſt hath been melted down 
in Sloth and Idleneſs, or in making Provi- 
fron for the Fleſh, and fulfilling the Luſts 
thereof; or to Purpoſes foreign to your main 
Buſineſs. Such a ſcandalous Diſregard to 
Souls, too viſible in the Conduct of a great 
many, is extremely offenſive to your great 
Maſter, and no leſs reproachful to the ſacred 
Character. If you love, and long after 
Souls, the great Pleaſure and Labour of your 
Life will be, that all may be good, and grow- 
ing up in all the Perfections of Grace and 
Holineſs. It proceeds from a want of Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſlion, when the great 
Labour of a Miniſter is, that he may have 
enough to gratify his own wanton and ex- 
travagant Appetites. This, I fear, is the 
chief Concern of ſome ; but is ſo extremely 
ſinful and ſelfiſh, that I hope it will never 
have any Countenance from you. If we 
have any ſweet and reviving Thought, when 
our great Lord is calling us off from our Peo- 
ple and Labour, it will be, that we have been 
ftedfaſt, unmoveable, and always abound- 
ing in the Work of the Lord. 3. if 
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after Souls in the B elt 


3. If you long 


4 Teſs Chrift, you'll conſider, that Chriſt 


hath appointed you to be a Paſtor to a Part 
of his Flock, and accordingly will employ 
your beſt S kill, that their Paſture may be 
wholcſome, and ſuited to their ſeveral Con- 
ſtitutions. When a Miniſter is compaſſio- 
nate, like a faithful Shepherd, he'll cheriſh 
the Weak, and encourage the Strong, and 
recover ſuch as go aſtray. He'll conſider his 


Flock as that which God hath purchasd with 


his own Blood ; and that none may be loſt, 
for whom Chriſt died, hel! proportion his 
Diligence to their Worth and Neceſſities, 
and act as one that can never do enough to 
fave the 40. Sheep of the Houſe of IIrael. 
When a Miniſter is animated with a Love to 
Souls, he Il be jealous over his Flock with a 
godly Fealouſy, to prevent, if poſſible, their 
eternal Ruin. Hell feed them, and take 
the ouenſgbi of them, not by Conſtraint, 
but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of 
aready Mind: Neither as being a Lord over 
God's Heritage; but being an Example to 
the Flock. He'll be often conſidering, what 

the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls hath 
done for loſt Sinners. Now much he dif- 
regarded himſelf, thathe might be ſerviceable 
to — Perſons. How chearfully he ſacrificed 
his Eaſe, his Honour, and at laſt his Life, that 


he might make them the Triumphs of his 


matchleſs Grace. And accordingly, being 
call d 


eee 

calld to purſue under Chriſt the ſame great 
and compaſſionate Deſign that he did, he'll 

direct his Conduct by his Pattern. And if 

in Return for his Love and Pains, he hath 

the Obloquies and III-will of Scrbes and 
Phariſees, or ſuch as are the grand Corrup- 

ters of the true Religion, he'll endure this, 

and whatever may be worſe, for the Elects 


. 85 a 
. A compaſſionate Miniſter will be zealous 
18 for the Safety and Happineſs of his Flock. 
"i He'll not crucify Chriſt to oblige | himſelf; 


nor ſacrifice his People for a little popular 
Breath. Hc'll be indifferent as to evil Report, 
or good Report, where the Honour of Chriſt, 
or the Intereſt of Souls are evidently con- 
cern'd. He'll exaſperate none that he is able 
to pleaſe with a good Conſcience : But if the 
Oppoſers of Truth, or the Enemies of Godli- 
neſs will be ill-natur'd, he'll put up the In- 
jury with a Chriſtian Calmneſs, and go.on 
with his Deſign of ſaving his People; en- 
couraging himſelf, that if he meet with Rude- 
neſs and Railery now, becauſe he can't be ſo 
Fender towards Error or Impiety as ſome 
+ are; whenever the great Shepherd ſhall ap- 
1 pear, he ſhall receive from him a: Crown 
of Glory that fadeth not away. If you love 
Chriſt, and love Souls, twill be the Top of 
your Ambition to honour him, and do your 
beſt to ſave yourſelf and them. 111 
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4. F ou long after Souls in the Sts 


1 a Chriſt, you'll conſider, that you 
act as an Ambaſſador of the King of Kings, 
and will accordingly manage the great Affairs 


of his Kingdom with all Fidelity, and to the 
beſt Advantage. You won't proſtitute his 
Honour, to aggrandize yourſelf; nor betray 


his Intereſt, to ſerve your own. You won't 
tell the Impenitent, to gain their Favour, 
that it ſhall go well with them; nor terrify 


the Righteous, (if not humour'd in every 
thing) that it muſt go ill with them: But 


conduct your Management by your Com- 


miſſion, and faithfully acquaint all, what the 


fatal Conſequence muſt be, if that dreadful 
| Breach be kept open that Sin hath made be- 


tween God and them, What an admirable 


Uſe did the Apoſtles make of that Miniſtry 


of Reconciliation that is now committed: 


unto you, but was firſt committed unto 
them? With what Concern did they look 


upon that formidable Controverſy, that the 

25 ac) kindled between Earth and 
Heaven? With what Joy did they preach to 
a revolted World the unſearchable Riches of 
that Saviour, that came from Heaven on 
purpoſe to make it up? How preſſing and 
importunate were they with poor Sinners, 
to diſſuade them from waging War with an 
Omnipotent God? Let their excellent Ma- 


nagement be a Pattern to you, and to us all; 


let us go and do likewiſe. 
I. Tis 


(78) 

 'Tisa great Honour that we are the Ambaſ. 
ſadors of Chriſt: But tis what we ſhall ne- 
ver be able to anſwer for, if we are faithieſã 
and traiterous Managers of this high Office. 
Tis a noble Work that we are calFd to: But 
if we negle the Affairs of Chriſt's King gdom, 
*twill be a dreadful Reckoning that we ſhall 
have to make up, when we, and our Con- 
gregations are ſummon'd together before 
Chriſt's Tribunal, to enquire, where it ought 
to be charg d, that ſo many precious and in- 
valuable Souls were loſt and ruin d. Tis 

poſlible, that our People may die in their 
7 niquity, and yet their Blood be requir'd at 
our Hands. Our Concern as Ambaſſadors, 
is to ſet before them the Conſtitution of 
Chriſt's Kingdom: To ſhew them the great 
Demands of the Goſpel, from which they 
mayn't expect that Chriſt ſhould ever re- 
cede. To let them ſee, what a ſure Foun- 


dation is laid for their inconceivable Blefſed- 


neſs, if they are brought to ſubmit; and to 
convince them, that a ſad, and moſt certain 
Ruin will attend their Ob/#macy in a little 
time. And when we have thus laid open 
to them our ſacred Inſtructions, then we 
are t pray them in Chriſt's ſtead, that they 
would be reconcild to God; 2 Cor. iv. 20. 
Oh! how important is the Work of a Goſ- 
er? Who is ſufficient for theſe 

s ! There muſt be Courage; there muſt 


Bau, ; there muſt be Diligence; there 
mult 


1 

muſt be Patience; there muſt be the JV3/Yo#s 
the Serpent, and the Harmleſſneſs of the 
ove; and all this, many times, is too too 
little to effect a Reconciliation between God 
and Sinners. But this ſhews, that every 
Green and Little Head is not ſuitably turn'd 
for this Work, and that it muſt ſuffer much 
under the Management of ſome that pretend 
thereto. I condemn no particular Perſons ; 
but yet, however, tis fit, that every Am- 
baſſador ſhould be a Man of ſome Figure, 
and 'tis a Diſgrace to his Maſter when he is 
not ; and tends to kindle the Contemptof 
A theiſts, Tnfidels, Sceptical and Wicked 
Men. And whatever is pretended, tis for 
want of a regular Regard and Love to Souls, 
and, I fear alſo, through a want of a be- 
coming Knowledge and Humility, that We 

ſee ſome run before they are ſent. | 
When an Ambaſſador of Chriſt hath a 
true Love to Souls, and a juſt Regard to the 
Honour and Intereſt of his great Sovercign, 
he'll endeayour to be w/e to win Souls. He'll 
endeavour to underſtand both Men and 
Things: What humane Paſſions, Frailties, 
and Corruptions are, and what it is that is 
likely to work with the beſt Effect upon the 
great Springs of humane Nature: But theſe 
things are above the Learning and Capacities 
of ſome Men, and ſo are a great many other 
things of vaſt Moment within the compaſs 
of Religion : But then, if their Heads be 
L 2 neyer 


(80) 
never bes well furniſh'd, if there be no Flame. 
and Fervency in their Hearts, they'll make 


but dull Work in negotiating the Affairs of 


the Kingdom of Chriſt. 


We that under Chriſt have ſ ſent! you forth | 
into the Church, are anſwerable for it if you 


are not ſound in the Faith, and competently 
qualify'd as to Parts, Learning, and Abilities. 


We have nothing to object in this Reſpect: 


but if your Abilities were a thouſand times 


ſuperior to what they are; if you had the 


Light and Brightneſs of an Angel, and 
not a ſuitable Mixture of his ſeraphick 
Warmth, you would miniſter but very ſor- 
rily, and coldly to them that ſpall be Hezrs of 
 Satuation. 

The Ambaſſadors of Chriſt ſhould have 
the tendereſt Concern for their Maſter's Ho- 
nour. And as they arc ſent by him to in- 
ſtruct the Ignorant, to reclaim the Erroneous, 
to recover the Diſobedient, and to maintain 
his Dignity, and the Rights and Preroga- 
tives of his Kingdom, againſt all the Cla- 
mour and Oppolition of Unbelievers and 


wicked Men; ſo they ſhould mind the Im- 


portance and Duties of their Office, and act 
in it as thoſe who are throughly appriz d, 
that they can ncither keep up the Honour, 
nor purſue the great Deſign thereof, without 
much Labour. How cxtenſive is our Work 

as the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt? We have 
much to do in our Cloſets, and much in our 


— 
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4 1 a 3 ry 2 


621 ) 

Pulpits, and Congregations. And what is 
extremely melancholy in our Caſe, tho we 
offer no Terms to our People in Chriſt's 
Name, but ſuch as are honourable and advan- 
tageous; yet tis prodigiouſly difficult to gain 
their Acceptance, and to bring them off from 
thoſe fatal Engagements that they have ſtruck 
With their Luſts, and the Prince of Dark- 

neſs. There muſt be Line upon Line, and 
Precept upon Precept; and yet after all, 
many that are f/thy will be filthy ſtill, and 
many that are anrighteous will be ſo ſtill; fo 
that, there muſt be a very large Stock of 
Love and Compaſſion, or elſe, weſhall faint 
and be unfaithful in that important Miniſtry 
Thal due haue received. There is hardly any 
thing like a tender Love to Souls, to make 
us conſtant and unmoveable, and always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord, as eve- 
ry Ambaſſador of Chriſt ſhould be. | 
5. I you long after Souls in the Bowels 
of Feſus Chriſt, you'll lead them by your 
Example, into all thoſe Meaſures that make 
for their Happineſs. I hope, you are ſenſi- 
ble, that a fair and ſhining Example is of the 
laſt Importance to the Succeſs of your Mi- 
niſftry. With what a ſorry Grace muſt we 


| inſolent? In what an awkward manner muſt 
we commend Meekneſs and Patience, if we 
are all Storm and Rage in our own Conduct: 


How can we with any tolerable Decency diſ- 
ſ uade - 


/ " 


commend Humility, if we are hanghty 8 ) 
/ 
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ſuade from Intemperance, if we tarry long 
at the Wine ourſelves? How from Cove- 
touſneſs, if we are for graſping all that we 
can finger to ſwell our own Fortunes? How 
from Luke warmneſs, if it be indifferent to 


us, whether Truth or Error, Virtue or Vice, 
the Power of Godlineſs, or the Practice of 


Tmpiety, be uppermoſt, and prevailing a- 


mongſt Men? If we would act with any 
Hope of good Succeſs, we muſt endeayour 


with our "Saviour, the greateſt Friend and 
Lover of Souls, to diſplay the Beauties of 
Holineſs in ſuch an affecting Luſtre and Mag- 
nificence, as may charm the World, and 
draw it after us, if poſſible, to Heaven and 
Glory. Tis much, if we don't find, that 
many ſtumble and fall, if we put no Stum- 
bling- Block in their way ? But if we take no 


care to be Examples to Believers, either in 


Mord, or Converſation, or Spirit, or Cha- 
rity, or Faith, or Purity, when we ought 
to be exemplary in all theſe, 1 Tim. iv. 12. we 


are likely to have a very ſorry People, and 


few, if any, to be our Crown of rejoicing at 
the great Day. 
I have obſerved of ſome, that they have 
done a great deal more Damage by a few bad 
Actions, than they have Good by many of 
their beſt Sermons. The beſt Proſpect that we 
can go upon, is, when there is a Harmony 
between our Lives, and our Preaching. This, 
if any thing, will win upon the Hearts of 
Aa n 
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our People, and give Weight and Efficacy 
to what we ſay. We ſhall then with our 


Saviour, under whom we act, ſpeak as thoſe 


who have Authority, and not as the Scribes, 
whoſe Vices ſhamed their publick Inſtruc- 
tions, and effectually kept them from doing 
Good. And really, my Brethren, there was 
never more need to urge the Importance 
of an exemplary Character than now; when 
the too open and flagrant Vices of too many 
Miniſters have ſo much ſunk the Credit of 
their Office; and a Parſon and a ſorry 


ſcoundrel Fellow are become, with tome, 


convertible Terms. I would hope we have 
few, if-any, among us, that are a flaming 
Scandal to their Coat and Character : But I 


' ſhould rejoice, if we were generally more 


ſerious; if we were more like our .cmi- 
nent Predeceſſors, the famous Old Puri- 
tans, or thoſe generous Confeſſors in 62, into 
whoſe Labours we are peaceably enter'd, 


after they had born the Burden and Heat of 


that furious Day. What burning and ſbi- 
ning Lights were many of them? and what 
a poor dark ſhew do many now make, that 
are come in their Places? We ſhould all 
very ſeriouſly lay to heart how it is with us; 


and let our Love to Souls make us go before 


them in all the bright and ſhiningTracks that 
lead to Glory. „ 


UL 


OT 
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II. I am to . notice, how neatly? it doth 


concern you, who have this Day devoted 


yourſelf to the Service of Chriſt and his 
Church, and all other Miniſters, to be able to 
make ſuch a ſolemn 1 ome) as the Apoſtle | 


here doth; God is my Record, &c. 
I ſhall only offer two Things * 


tion. 
(i.) We are eden for our People. 


As Chriſt knows every individual Perſon 


that is committed to our Charge, ſo if any of 


them are loſt through any default of ours, 
Ve are reſponſible for it. This the Prophet 


of old, we find, takes notice of; telling us, 


that if any miſcarry for want of warning, 
their Blood will be required at the Watch- 


man's hand; Ezck. iii. 18. The Apoſtle, 


we may obſerve, ſpeaks to the ſame awful 
Purpoſe; Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have 


the Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves ; 
for they watch for your Souls, as thoſe that 
muſt give an account, that they may do it 


with Foy, and not with Grief. And cer- 


tainly, if our People ought to carry it * 


ſpectfully towards us, becauſe we muſt giv 
an Account of them, we ought for the Le 
Reaſon to carry it faithfully and tenderly 


towards them. To be intruſted with the Care 


of Mens eternal Salvation, is a Truſt of vaſt 
Conſequence. A Truſt that none diſcharge 
to Yall the wiſe and excellent Purpoſes that 

rey 


the Bowels of Feſt 
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they ought ; ; and moreover, a Truſt that we 
are not likely to diſcharge to any tolerable 
Advantage, without much Affection to the 
Souls of Men. F we long after Souls in 
efus Chriſt, we ſhall conſi- 
der thattheir Welfare, their eternal Welfare, 
is very nearly concern'd in our Management 
and Adminiſtrations. We ſhall conſider that 
Chriſt hath fix d us in a Poſt where there is 
need of great Conduct, much Courage and 
Reſolution, a hearty Zeai, an indefatigable 
Induſtry, a ſincere Heart, and a blameleſs Be- 
haviour, and in which we are likely to do a 
great deal of Miſchief, if we are either Idle 
or Ignorant, Erroneous, or Vitious ; and ac- 
cordingly, ſhall endeavour to be ſo happi- 


ly furniſh'd for our important Station, as 


may reflect a Credit and Luſtre upon it, and 
give us hope of a Bleſſing upon our Manage- 
ment. And if we are thus eminently qua- 
lified, whatever be the Iſſues and Succeſs of 
our Endeavours amongſt our People, we are 
ſure to come off with much Honour upon our 


laſt, moſt ſolemn, and deciſive Tryal. 


Tis no way neceſſary to our laſt Acquit- 
tance, that we ſhould be ſucceſsful : it may be 
our Infelicity tobe concern'd with Sinners 
that are obſtinate and intractable, and won't be 
charm d into good Management, tho we could 
charm never ſo wiſely : But tho this be not 
neceſſary to our own Salvation, that we ſee 


a good Reſult of our Labours; yet tis neceſ- 
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ſary we ſhould be faithful. "Tis neceſſary we 
ſhould put on Bowels of Compaſſion to poor 
loſt Sinners. Tis neceſſary (to ſhow. our 
tender Regard to them) that we vigorouſſy 
attempt their being turn d from Darkneſs 
to Ligbit, and from the Power of Satan 
unto God. And, as thoſe who act thus ſtand 
faireſt for Succeſs, ſo if they don't happen to 
be bleſs d thcrewith, they have yet this to ſup- 
port them under the ſore and ſinking Diſ- 
couragement; that they ſhall be 4 ſweet Sa- 
wvour to God in thoſe that periſh, as well as 
in thoſe wiſer and moſt happy ones that 40 


believe; 2 Cor. ii. 15. 
(2.) We have the utmoſt Encouragement 


to diſcharge a faithful and affectionate part 


towards them. The Elders which are a- 
mong you, I exhort, ſays St. Peter, who am 
alſo an Elder, and a Witneſs of the Suffer- 
inge of Chriſt, and alſo a Partaker of the 
Glory that ſhall be revealed, feed the Flock 

of God that is among you, taking the over- 
bt thereof, &c. And when the chief Shep- 
herd ſhall appear, ye ſhall recieve a Crown 
of Glory that fadethnot away; 1 Pet. v. 1, 
2,3,4. Chriſtis ſo pleaſed with his Miniſters, 
when they faithfully diſcharge the great Du- 
ties of their Office and Station, that he will 
give them not only a boundleſs and never- 
ending Felicity; but a Reward fo glorious 
and diſtinguiſhing, as ſhall make an ample 


and moſt furprizing Amends for all the great 
5 and 
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and more peculiar Difficulties that attend 
their Work. Tho' the loweſt Station in 
Heaven be higher than we deſerve; yet in a 
kind Conſideration of our more difficult 
Services, Chriſt will give us a Prophet's Re- 
ward, a Crown of a more diſtinguiſhing 
Value and Brightneſs. Chriſt will convince 
us his Diſciples, that he hath forgot none of 
our hard Studies ; none of our fervent 
Prayers ; none of our pathetical Exhorta- 
tions; none of our earneſt and vehement 
Longings after the Good and Salvation of 
poor - Sinners. Yea, whatever elſe it be that 
we do, or ſuffer, will be faithfully and kind- 
ly remembred, and add to the Sp/endor and 
Magrificence of our Crown. Seeing there- 
fore we ſerve ſuch a generous Maſter, this 
ſhould abundantly animate us againſt all thoſe 
Diſcouragements that we at any time meet 

With! in our Paſtoral Work. | 
The Conſideration of our Reward ſhould 
keep 1 up that Affection that I have been re- 
commending, in all its divine and heavenly 
Fervours. Theſe ſhould not be extinguiſh- 
ed by any of the Cenſures, and Reproaches 
of our Enemies. We may expect from the 
Devil and his Agents, — they ſhould do 
their utmoſt to blacken our Reputation. 1f 
they have calld the Maſter of the Houſe 
 Beelzebub, (tho the greateſt Enemy that ever 
the Prince of Darkneſs had) how much more 
they of the Houſbold? We cant hope to 
M 2 carry 
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carry on the great Deſigns of the Goſpel 
againſt the Kingdom and Intereſt of the 
Grand Adverſary without much Oppoſition; ; 
but we ſhould conſider, that there is enough 
in the Joy that's ſet before us to make us en- 
dure the Croſs and deſpiſe the Shame. Vea, 
Oppoſition ſhould rather raiſe than fink our 
Courage. We are Chris Officers in this 
his Militant Kingdom, and therefore as good 
Soldiers we ſhould endure H, ardneſs, be- 
lieving, that we arc haſtening apace to a tri- 
umphant State. 

Nor ſhould it leſſen our "render Renard tn to 
Souls, that our worldly Circumſtances are 
not perhaps ſo agrecable, as we might expect. 


TheLabourer, indeed, is worthy o his Hire: 


Bur if we who preach the Goſpel can't live 
of the Goſpel, we ſhould (with the Primitive 
Paſtors) be content to ſtay for our full Re- 
ward till we come into another World. If 
we have not thoſe Opportunities of riſing 

and making a Figure in the World that o- 
thers have, (as tis very plain we have not) 
yet we ſhould not repine at our inferiour 
Encouragements; but ſhew, that we can 
chearfully live upon ſhorter Allowances, if 


we may but be ſerviceable to the Intereſt of 


Chriſt and Souls in this World, and be here- 
after honoured and enrich'd with the infi- 


nitely more valuable Wealth and Grandeur 
of an immortal Kingdom. 


* 
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Finally, It ſhould not leſſen our Love to 
' Gate, tho (with our bleſſed. Saviour) We 
ſhould have but little Succeſs in promoting 
their greateſt and beſt Intereſts. There was 
nothing indeed that went ſo near the com- 
paſſionate Heart of the Bleſſed Jeſus, as 
that periſhing Sinners ſhould not know the 
Things that belong d to their Peace, and that 
theſe Rl concerning Things ſhould be Hi 
oa their Eyes ; but this, tho' it griev'd his 
Heart, and drew Tears from his Eyes; yet 
he ſtill wenton with his great and moſt cha- 
ritable Deſign of ſaving a loſt World. In 
conformity therefore to this our great and 
ſovereign Maſter, we ſhould never drop our 
tender Regards to poor Sinners: But tho' it 
be a Burden almoſt too heavy to bear, when 
Sinners won't turn from their way and live, 
a Burden heavier by far to a Compaſſionate 
Miniſter, than all theDifficulties of his Work, 
than all the Malice of Satan, than all the 
Clamours and Rage of Atheiſts, Infidels, 

and wicked Men ; yet we ſhould not be weary 
of well doing, as knowing that in due Sea- 

ſon we hall” reap tf we faint not. We 
are ſure of as much Glory as we can deſire 
in another World, whether our Labours are 
crown'd with Succeſs or no. Nor can we 
tell, but we may have at laſt much Succeſs 
alſo, eſpecially when our People are fully 
convinced, that a fervent Love to immortal 


Souls does animate and attend our many 
At- 
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Attempts for their eternal Salvation. Tſhal 
therefore ſhut up my Exhortation to you, m 

Brother, in theſe moving Words of St. Pant 
to Timothy, 2 Tim. iv. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8: 1 
charge thee therefore before Gop, and'the 
Lorp IESUuS CHRIST, who ſhall judge 
the Quick and the Dead at his appearing, 
and his K mmgdom : Preach the Word, be in- 
ftant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, r e. re- 


buke, exhort with all Long- Suffering and 


Doctrine: for the time will come when they 
will not endure ſound Doctrine; but after 


their own Luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves 


Teachers, having itching Ears, and they 


_ ſhall turn away their Ears from the T1 wh, 


and ſhall be turned unto Fables. But watch 
thou in all T. 5 endure Afflictions, do 
the Work of an 


 fered, and the time of my Departure 7s at 
hand. I have fought a good Fight, I have 


finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith. 

Henteforth there is laid up for me a Crown 
of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day. 


May your Eye be ever fix d upon this inva- 
luable Crown; and may the Hope hereof 
ever warm your Heart with the ace Con- 


cern for your Maſter” s Honour, and yOu: Peo: 


ple's Good. 


Vangeliſt, make 2 Proof 
of thy Miniſtry. For Jam now ready to be of- 


4 
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1 mall only beg leave to addreſs myſelf 

upon this ſolemn Occaſion in a few Words 
to the People, and ſo conclude. 
Ihat which J have to offer, is, That if we 

ought 0 long for your Souls in the Bowels 
of FeſusChriſt ; then it muſt very nearly con- 
cern you to anſwer the great Ends of this our 
Affection, in being moſt ſeriouſly concern'd 
for your own Salvation, and thus you ſhould 
be for our ſakes and your own. | 
(I.) For our ſakes, that our Hands may be 
| ſtrengthened in our great Work. That our 
Difficulties may ſit light and eaſy upon us, 
as they will, when you are our fair Epiſtle, 
to be read and ſeen of all Men. When 
you are thoſe who have an incorrupted 
Faith, and a ſhining Holineſs. There is 
nothing that we can ſo badly bear, as the 
Corruption of our People in Faith and 
Manners; as when we are forced to come to 
our reſpective Flocks from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath, and from Year to Year, ſeeking Fruit, 
and finding none. It even ſinks us to think, 
that we can't win Souls in greater Num- 
bers to Jeſus Chriſt ; and that we ſhall be 
forced at laſt to riſe up as Witneſſes againſt 
our People, whoſe Salvation we are ſo intent 
upon. Tis you that muſt eaſe us of this 
Burden. Your Knowledge, Faith, Holi- 
neſs, &c. will abundantly ſoften all our La- 
bour, and ſweeten our ſeveral Difficulties to 


us. *T will greatly brighten our Thoughts, 
and 


6 


and revive our Spirits, when we can 160k 
round our Congregations, and conſider them 


as thoſe that we have begotten to Feſus : 


Chriſt through the Goſpel, and will be our 
Crown of rejoicing at the laſt Day. Let 
us then have this Satisfaction from you, that 
your Souls are the better, that your Salvation 
is promoted by our Miniſtry. Tho we don't 
need ſuch an Argument for our Miniſtry and 


Miſſion, and to prove the Validity of our 


Adminiſtrations; yet we rejoice when we 
can appeal to the Excellencies of our People, 


as à bright and convincing Teſtimony, that 
Chriſt doth own us as the Miniſters of his 


Kingdom, tho ſome of our more raſh and 
uncharitable Brethren will not. You ſhould 
therefore be good for our ſakes, to keep up 
our Credit and Reputation in the World; and 


that we may be able to act with more Cheer- 
fulneſs and Advantage in n your 


eternal Salvation. 


And then, (2.) for your own ſakes, you 
ſhould give all Diligence to render your Cal- 
ling and Election ſure. Tis your great and 
very happy Privilege, that you have Mi- 


niſters whom Chriſt hath furniſhed with all 


ſuitable Abilities, Gifts, and Graces for their 
great Work. Tis your Honour that you en- 


courage a Miniſtry that Chriſt doth own, but 


too many in the World deſpiſe. *Tis your 


Happineſs, that you regard thoſe Miniſters 


moſt that are Primitive, and Pureſt, moſt a- 
greeable 
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orecable. to Scripture- Direction, and that 
rontend moſt earneſtly for the Faith that 
is s at firſt delivered to the Saints: But all 

is will be too little at laſt without Faith, 
and a Good Conſcience. Endeavour there- 
fore, that the Grace of God that bringeth 
Salvation may eſfectually teach you to deny 


' Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live 


ſoberly,' righteouſſi, ee godly. in the. 5 aig 

ſent World; to look earneſty for the bleſſed 
2 ope, and the glorious Appearance of the 
great God, even your Saviour Feſus Chriſt ; 
and to look for him as one, who gave him- 
ſelf for you, that he might redeem you from 
all Iniquity, and purify you unto himſelf a 
peculiar People zealous of good Works, 


The Goſpel which we preach muſt have theſe 


bleſſed Effects upon you, or it will involve 
you in a moſt dreadful Condemnation: But if 
in Compliance with the great Deſign of the 
Goſpel, you have your Fruit. unto Holineſs 
now, the bleſſed and moſt deſirable End will 
be eternal Life, through Jeſus Chrift ; to 
whom with the Father and the ever-bleſſed 
Spirit, the one Living, True and Eternal God, 


be the Kingdom, Power and Glory now, and 


to everlaſting A ges. Amen. 
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E. IN G cettain of my on Exit. 
BY x tence, and that a Being cbuld 
net of itſelf ſpring out of no- 
NG 20 5 thing, ſure Iam, that ſome what 
eee hath been from all Rternity. 
That, which was from Everlaſting, being not 
produe'd by another, and, not capable of 


making itſelf, could not ut be. The Mu- 
tability of my Nature convincing me chat I 


am not Eternal, as not neceſſarily Exiſtent; 
I can't but be ſenſible, Lowe all my Powers 
of Action to another; one, who, I believe, 
has made the whole changeable World, an 
all that is therein, whom We call God. 
a 
The Perfections that are found in what 


he hath created, I believe, he poſſeſſes in an 
infinite Manner himſelf: ſo that, this God 


is infinite in Knowledge, Wiſdom, and 


Power. By the two firſt, being capable of 
diſcerning 
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Alberning what is fitteſt to be done, which, 

as etidowd: with Reaſon in Perfection, he 
cant but approve of: and by the laſt, being 
able to effect what he will, 'tis evident to me, 
he is boundleſs in Holineſs, uſtice, Goodneſs, 
Truth, and Faithfulnefs, His Moral as in his 
Natural Excellencies. There is then, I am 
fully perſuaded, an infinitely perfect Being, 
the Creator of the whole Uniyerſe, and all 
its Inhabjrants. bes 
dn II. e 
This God, yy hath made ſo large 
and beautiful a World, is the conſtant Pre- 
ſerver of it; by this acquiring a Right to 
governit; a Right, as extenſive as the whole 
Creation ; a Right, which he exerts in ma- 
naging the iner iour Part, Animate and In- 
animate, with ſuch Wiſdom, as contributes 
to the Good of the Whole; and the Rational, 
the Superiour Part, by the beſt of Laws, Re- 
warding the Obedient, and Puniſhing the 
* ranſgreflors. ga 

& > 

＋ he” plain Matter of Fact, as well as 
Wiſdom of the Legiſlator, convinces me 
that his Providence 55 over all his Works; 
particularly, that it is exercis'd in the Care, 
Support, and protection of Man: Man, the 
Glory of his lower Works, and fit Subject 
of his moral Goyernment. To effe& this, 
hath he fix'd his Laws in our Hearts, but 
thoſe being unhappily defaced, are, thro' in- 
N 2 finite 


(96) 
finite Mercy, moſt clearly. exprelsd, : and 
their Sanctions moſt ſtrongly. enforc d in the 
ſacred Scriptures, vi. the Writings of the 
Old and New Teſtament, that have as fair 
Characters of a Divine Impreſſi jon, as can 
be deſir d: for thoſe were, Ibelieve, n 
by Men under the Direction of God. 


15 A 
1471 411 

4 Mf * 4 * a 12 

; * 


v. 

The Books of the Old, mo carctully 
review'd by inſpir d Prophets, preſery'd by 
the Fews,. and approy'd by our bleſſed; Sa- 
viour, conſtitute God's Will, tothe Jeuiſb 
Nation indeed in particular, but All is de- 
ſign'd for our common Benefit. Thoſe of 
the New Teſtament, I believe to be Authen- | 
tick, from the Credit moſt of em met with 
from the very Time they were finiſh'd, and 
the reſt, upon impartial Examination, ſoon 
after; I ſay, from the Credit they met with 
from thoſe, who had the beſt Opportunities 
of examining into thoſe Matters. And, 
that tis the Word of God, which is con- 
tain'd in them, appears, from the many 
Miracles he himſelf wrought, the Prophecies 
he accompliſh d, and the wonderful Succeſs 
he gave toit. And both contain an Univer- 
fal and Perfect Rule of Far and nen 1 


| WH | 
| Convince d af this, I ſolemnly | declare, 


1 believe every * God hath been pleas d 
to 


to reveal; particularly, that, as there is but 
one God, ſo the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, are the One God. An important 
Myſtery, above indeed my Comprehenſion, 
but not my Faith, as built on the beſt Foun- 
dation, vig. the Credit of Him, who is 
Truth itſelf. A Myſtery, in the Belief of 
which, . becauſe Incomprehenſible, Jam no 
more ſhock d, than of God's Eternity, Immen- 
ſity, and Omniſcience, the Manner of which 
Perfections is entirely unknown to me. 
contrury to it. And the Notion, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is a mere Creature, or a voluntary 
Production of the Father, derogates, in my 


VII. 5 

Likewiſe, I believe, that Man as made 
by God, was created in his Image, in 
Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs; 
but being a free Agent, God no ſooner tryd 

his Obedience, but he rebelld- againſt his 
Maker, and brought Death, not only on 
himſelf, but all his Poſterity ; being all ſbapen 
in Iniquity, and conceiv'd in Sin. For, as 
by one Man Sin enter d into the World; and 
Death by Sin, ſo Death paſſes upon all 
Men, for that all have ſinn l. 
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| | VIII. 2 Gbrhot) 2d 
res Ty 1 belleve Has OE 
Promiſe is fulfill'd, that was made: juſt 
after the Fall, that the Seed of the Woman 
ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. This, 
with every other Promiſe relating ro the 
Place, Family, and Time of the Meſſiabs 
Appearance, was only accompliſh'd in Jeſs 
of Nazareth, the bleſſed Saviour of the 
World; one, who having a truly Divine; 
as Well as Humane Nature, was every way 
qualify'd to be our Mediator. The Word, 
that was God, WAS made Fleſb, and dwelt 


s, being, upon his voluntary Con- 
nr; 
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the Father Ekime the Wune to o be 
our Redeemer. 


IN. 
Sach! 3 was his Condeſcenſion, chat 
he was born of the Virg in Mary, when con- | 


ceivd of the Holy Ghoſt. And being quali- | 
fd for a Prophet, he deliver'd the Will of | 
God to us, proving it to be lo, by the Excel- . 
lency of his Doctrine, and the many Mira- 


cles attending it; both iich conſider d toge- | - 
y ther, was the beſt, eaſieſt; and moſt ſucceſs- 4 
{| ful Method of Conviction to Mankind. To a 
1 this he added a moſt holy and uſcful Life, 
that he might perform the Law of perfe& 
Obcdicnce God requir d, and be a N 
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| X. 
T hus he liv'd, dhus he indhucted Mankind; 
and when. the fix d 'Time was come, ſuffer'd 
himſelf. to be crucify d, not only for the 
Confirmation of his Doctrine, and to be an 
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Example to Men, but that he might be a 
proper | Sarrefice for our Sins. This, Ibe- 
lieve, was the wilcſt Expedicnt for maintain- 
ing the Honour of che divine Government, 
and at the ſame time, reconciling God to 

Men, upon their true Faith, and ſincere Re- 
pentance: For, if another Method would 
have done as well, I cant think God would 
have ſent his own, hisonly-begotten Son, to 
die for ſuch rebellious Creatures. God found 
out this way, that he might be juft, and alſo 
the Faftifier of ſuch as believe in Feſas. 
Which, that he might do to Perfection, and 
Chriſt anſwer all the Characters of a Prieſt, 
cho his Body was lodg d in the Grave, it was 
_ preſetv'd from Corruption. For afterthree 
Days, (according to the Fewzeſb Reckoning) 
Ibelieve, hercaflumedit, and (having ſpent 
a few Days on Earth, to prove his divine 
Miſſion, and inſtruct his Diſciples) he aſcend- 
ed into Heaven, to commence our conſtant 


Interceſſor at the right Hand of his Father. 


A. 


In both of theſe Reſpects he is our Prieft, 


and, tho' de not be a Kung, as well as 
Prophet 


(1800) 
Prophet and Prieſt on Earth, yet in Heaven 
he diſcharges his Regal Office. Having all 
Power put into his Hands as Mediator, I be- 
lieve, he exerts it for the Good of his Church, 
in ſubduing their Hearts to himſelf, and con- 
quering their Enemies for em. And the laſt 
Office hell do, before he reſigns his Medi- 
atorial Kingdom, will be, to raiſe Mankind 
from their Graves, judge them according to 
their Works, ſentence the wicked to eternal 
Miſery, but the r pr to n mae 
; ing. | 
And as I believe the bleſſed Jeſus is the 
Author of eternal Salvation, to every one 
-that ſincerely loves, believes in, and obeys 
him; ſo alfo, that he is not only a prevalent 
Interceſſor for ſuch, but hath ſent his Spirit 
into the World to conduct them ſafely to 
Glory. *Tis this Spirit, that by the Apoſtles 
has fully and infallibly reveal'd God's Will to 
us, and is offer'd to every ſincere Petitioner, 
to begin, carry on, and perfect the Divine 
Life. Indeed, without his Aſſiſtance, I don't 
imagine a truly good Action is done, but 
ſuch Encouragement does the Goſpel give, 
that every one may have it, that heartily 
ſeeks it. | 


XIII. 

There may be, and, I believe, are many, 
that are found of God, who ſought him not; 
whoſe Minds God has eternally determined 
wo 5 to 
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to influence in fuch a rational, convincing 
Method, as will infallibly ſecure their Hap- 


* 


Le : but this excludes not others from it. 


os Grace is not limited to them, tho given 
in great Meaſure; but we all may have it, 
as tis the Purchaſe of him, who rated Death 
By 


\ 


Beſides thoſe Acts of amazing Goodneſs, 
has Chriſt, I believe, appointed the beſt of 
Ordinances ; alſo. Paſtors and Teachers in 
every Age, fot the Converſion of the Wic- 
ked, and Edification of the Saints. Thoſe 
are not ſent for the Salvation of a few only, 
but of all that do or may hear them. So 
that if any periſh, their Damnation is of 
themſelves. And I eſteem it our great Pri- 
vilege, that in this Nation we enjoy thoſe 


Ordinances pure, free from the ſuperſtitious 


and dangerous Corruptions of the Church 


of Rome. 


XV. | 
This is a Summary of my Faith, in the 
important Articles of Chriſtianity, all which, 
with its Precepts, Promiſes, and Threatnings, 


are intended to make us Holy, and thus fit 


us for thoſe pure Regions, where nothing 


that is unclean can enter. Chriſtianity, I 


can't think was delign'd to give any Encou- 
ragement to Vice; but its main Intent is, 
to advance God's Glory, by the Purity of our 


Hearts and Lives. And ſuch aFaith in any, 
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or all thoſe Articles, as does not purify the 


Heart, and work by Love, will not, I be- 
lieve, avail to eternal Life. And tho too 
many delude themſelves with a falſe Notion 
of Repentance; yet I am fully perſuaded, 


that that Repentance, which ends in Floods 
of Tears, or the beſt Reſolutions, without 
a ſincere and conſtant Obedience, leaves Men 


ſhort of the well grounded Hopes of Hea- 


ven. But, finally, ſuch as are perſuaded to 


have their Converſation as becomes the Goſ- 


pel of Chriſt, are, thro him, intitled to an 


univerſal Pardon, ſhall be openly acquitted 


in the Day of Judgment, and made perfectly 
bleſſed in the full Enjoyment of God to all 


Eternity. Whereas the Wicked and Diſ- 


obcdient {hall be ſent to thoſe diſmal- Re- 
gions, where the Worm dies not, and the 
Fire is never to be quenched. 
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